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1SKY

1 CLIMATE. 1 FUTURE. 1 CHANCE.

November 11, 2008

Dear President-Elect Obama:

Congratulations on your historic election victory! You were elected, in part, because you
advocated for bold and immediate action to fight climate change and transform our carbon-based
economy into a 21st century sustainable green economy. Now, more than ever, our country and
the world need strong, forward-looking leadership from the new President on this issue, which
will have massive short-term and long-term impacts on our country and the entire planet.

The 220 allied organizations and more than 3,200 U.S. small businesses that support the goals of
the 1Sky Campaign ask that you submit to Congress comprehensive climate change and energy
legislation during your first 100 days in office.

1Sky’s top priorities are clear:

* Create 5 million new green jobs and pathways out of poverty focused on climate
solutions like energy efficiency. We were honored that you embraced this goal in
your campaign.

* Reduce global warming pollution at least 25% below 1990 levels (35% below current
levels) by 2020 and at least 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.

* Impose a moratorium on new coal plants and end our dependence on oil through
strong standards and incentives for energy efficiency and renewable energy.

In order to adhere to these simple but necessary objectives, we ask that the legislation you submit
to Congress supports the following principles:

1. Climate change policy must promote a new clean energy economy whose hallmarks
are extensive investment in renewable energy, energy efficiency, revenue recycling,
and equity and living wage green job opportunities for middle and low income
communities and communities in transition.

1Sky’s platform calls on the United States to create 5 million new jobs with a sweeping
national mobilization for climate solutions and investment in a new energy economy.
Climate policy must establish a public benefit fund from revenues realized from the sale
of pollution allowances or taxes. These revenues should be equitably returned to the
public in the form of: (1) direct dividends and/or conservation assistance to offset rising
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energy costs; (2) investments in accelerating our transition to a clean energy future in the
U.S. and internationally, including the creation of a Clean Energy Corps and other
conservation and efficiency measures, creating millions of green jobs and pathways out
of poverty; and (3) adaptation funding for vulnerable communities, including those that
are dependent upon the fossil fuel sector for livelihoods, and natural systems, both
domestically and internationally, to ease the negative impacts of unavoidable climate
changes and transformations in our energy policy.

2. Climate change policy must contain strong, science-based targets for the reduction
of global warming emissions.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has recommended that
developed countries like the U.S. cut carbon emissions at least 25% below 1990 levels
(i.e., 35% below current levels) by 2020, and at least 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.
These reductions should be achieved through a federally mandated price on carbon (via
a cap or fee), emissions standards and complementary policies, and investments in
additional reductions internationally. Starting with the United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP 14) meeting in Poznan, Poland in December 2008, we ask that you
work with the governments of all other significant emission emitting nations to develop
post-Kyoto global solutions to the climate challenge that are based in science and that
will achieve the emissions goals outlined by the IPCC.

3. Climate change policy must include a moratorium on new coal-fired power plants
that emit global warming pollution, and strong incentives for smart renewable
energy.

We must end the development of new coal-fired power plants that emit global warming
pollution if we are serious about fighting climate change. Climate policy must also
pivot us boldly away from fossil fuel dependence, and toward a clean energy future with
strong standards and incentives for energy efficiency and renewable energy. A clean
energy transformation must feature strong national standards that open the market for
private investment in clean energy and energy efficiency.

We also ask that your choices for cabinet secretaries and agency administrators that will be
charged with implementing climate change laws and policies reflect your administration’s strong
commitment to boldly tackle the global warming problem with all deliberate speed. We hope
that your choices for these critically important positions will similarly demonstrate a serious and
purposeful intent to establish sound sustainable energy policies and programs that will wean us
off of our crippling and damaging dependency upon carbon-based and fossil fuels.

If we are to succeed in surmounting the threat of catastrophic global warming, decisive action
must be taken during your administration, Mr. President-Elect. You are facing many, many
challenges, but none that match the scale of the climate crisis. However, the news is good: we
can do something about it, but only if we act quickly and deliberately. We heard you during
your campaign and on election night when you said to the country and to the world: “Yes, we
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can.” Let’s answer this — one of the greatest trials to test humankind — in the same affirmative
way.

We stand ready to work with you and your administration to tackle the greatest challenge
confronting human civilization today.

Sincerely,

Gillian Caldwell
Campaign Director



