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National Urban League National Urban League (NUL) Recommendation for Economic

Recovery Job Creation

The Obama Administration must specifically address the needs of disadvantaged workers
by including the following components in its economic recovery and jobs package:

1.

Increased funding for proven and successful models of workforce training and job
placement such as the “Responsible Reintegration of Youthful Offenders” program in
the Department of Labor to assure the timely expenditure of funds to educate, train
and reintegrate under-skilled workers between the ages of 16-30

Explicitly utilize non-profit national intermediaries, including national minority non-
profit intermediaries to insure the timely delivery of these services to this targeted
population. The country cannot afford to fund only state and local governments as a
means of job training and job creation. Often it takes months, and even years, for
these dollars to hit the streets after federal and local RFPs are issued.

Workforce investment dollars for infrastructure improvements should be targeted to
the construction industry jobs that an infrastructure program will create and pre-
apprenticeship programs in that sector must be funded.

Infrastructure funds for public building construction and renovations of schools,
community centers, libraries, recreation centers, parks, etc. Funding infrastructure of
this type can be accomplished by increasing funding for the Community
Development Block Grant (CBDG) public facilities program that is authorized under
existing law that allows for construction of public facilities and improvements for
eligible purposes.

A percentage of all infrastructure monies should be directed to job training, job
placement and job preparation for disadvantaged workers. Unless this population is
specifically included, these individuals are unlikely to be hired and helped.

A temporary Public Service Employment (PSE) program aimed at creating 150,000 —
200,000 jobs in urban areas. Without this action, growing budget deficits in
America'’s cities will mean a reduction in public services and along with it, more loss
of jobs.

Establish and reinforce goals which ensure that Minority Business Entrepreneurs and
Women-owned Business Enterprises participate fully in contract opportunities
created by the infrastructure improvement plan.



