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Program: The Micro-inventors Program of Oregon (MIPO), a 501¢3 non-profit

program, provides business services, training, and resources for
independent inventors in Oregon.

Priority 1 Problem:

Each year thousands of independent inventors collectively spend millions of dollars on frivolous
inventions that may never reach the commercialization stage or are scammed by inventor
promotion companies that take advantage of an inventor’s enthusiasm.

Current USPTO Independent Inventor Support:

The USPTO provides information via the Internet and collaborates with statewide and national
events to support the dissemination of information to independent inventors.

Priority 1 Proposed USPTO Independent Inventor Solution Support :

In an effort to support independent inventors nationwide maximizing funding and resources it is
recommended that the USPTO create a formal request for proposal process to affiliated 501¢c3
organizations to provide technical assistance services in collaboration with the USPTO mission
via a grant process or contractual agreement.

Priority 1 501c3 Deliverables

1.

2.

Counseling Services — Disseminate local/statewide information to independent inventors by
offering individual counseling services on the IP process.

Feasibility Assessments — Provide a feasibility assessment process to support independent
inventors through the IP process

Inventor’s Training Program — Disseminate information to independent inventors by offering
group training options via webinars, events, or other training platforms.

Collaborative Partnerships: Work with universities, inventor groups, funders, and various
businesses to support inventors through the IP process.

Measurable Tracking Requirements

MRS

Number of independent inventors receiving individual counseling annually

Number of feasibility assessments provided annually

Number of training courses offered annually

Number of supported applications submitted to USPTO annually

Demographics for protected classes not currently tracked through USPTO on ongoing basis
a. Number of Native American independent inventors receiving assistance

Number of African American independent inventors receiving assistance

Number of Hispanic/Latinos independent inventors receiving assistance

Number of Asian independent inventors receiving assistance

Number of Women independent inventors receiving assistance

Number of disabled independent inventors receiving assistance
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