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Here's the article from FVPF's Speaking Up today:

NEW VIOLENT CRIME REPORT

Advocates are paying close attention to a new study from the U.S. Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics, which finds
that the violent crime rate in the United States was largely unchanged from 2005 to 2007, but that there was a 25 percent increase in
rape and sexual assault over those two years. However, because the methodology for the survey changed in 2006, and because the
overall number of rapes and sexual assaults is low compared to other crimes such as burglary, theft and assault, statisticians at the
Bureau caution that the increase is not statistically significant and is within the margin of error for that data.

Criminal Victimization, 2007 finds that there were 248,300 rapes/sexual assaults in the U.S. in 2007, up from 190,600 in 2005.
Women were more likely than men to be victims of rape or sexual assault, with females ages 20 to 24 at highest risk, followed by
those ages 16 to 19. In 2007, just 42 percent of rapes or sexual assaults were reported to police.

The increase means that the rape/sexual assault rate rose from 0.8 (per 1,000 persons age 12 or older) in 2005 to 1.0 in 2007. Both are
much lower than the 1.5 rape/sexual assault rate reported in 1998.

The data are based on the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) — one of the government’s primary crime data collection
tools. It looks only at nonfatal crimes, so homicides are excluded. The study confirms a long-term reduction in violent crime (rape,
sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault and simple assault) in the nation. The overall violent crime rate in 2007 was 43 percent
lower than the violent crime rate in 1998. The rate for rape, however, declined only marginally from 1998 to 2007.

Crimes by Intimate Partners/Weapons

The new study finds that women are much more likely than men to be victimized by a current or former intimate partner. In 2007,
about 623,000 violent crimes — 554,260 against females and 69,100 against males — were committed by intimate partners. There were
389,100 violent crimes committed against females by intimate partners in 2005, so the 2007 figure is a significant increase that may
be due, in part, to the new methodology.

In 2007, nearly one in four female victims of violent crime (23 percent) was victimized by an intimate partner. Just three percent of
male victims of violent crime were victimized by an intimate partner.

Sixty-four percent of rape/sexual assault victims said they were victimized by a non-stranger — 23 percent by an intimate partner,
three percent by another relative, and 38 percent by a friend/acquaintance. The same percentage (23 percent) of female assault victims
said the perpetrator was an intimate partner.

In 2007, about 20 percent of all violent crime incidents were committed by armed offenders, including one percent of rapes or sexual
assaults, five percent of assaults, and 25 percent of robberies.

“We have more confidence in the trends reflected in these studies than the actual numbers, because rape, sexual assault, domestic and
dating violence tend to be underreported,” said Family Violence Prevention Fund President Esta Soler. “The increase in rapes and
sexual assaults, and in violent crimes committed by intimate partners, in 2007 concerns us. We will pay close attention to see if this
results from new methodologies, or if it is a trend that signals the need for action. Regardless, it is clear that we’re not doing nearly
enough to prevent violence against women and children and help victims. We intend to press for more resources to stop this violence
next year.”

Methodology Changes

A number of methodological changes were introduced to the NCVS in 2006 and 2007. The 2006 changes included introducing a new
sample to account for shifts in population and location of households that occur over time, incorporating responses from households
that were in the survey for the first time, and using computer-assisted personal interviewing.

In 2007, the Bureau reduced the overall sample by 14 percent, used first-time interviews in the production of estimates, and
discontinued computer-assisted interviewing from centralized telephone centers.

Cell phone numbers are not included, which may result in underreporting of crimes against teens and young adults who are less likely
to have landlines.
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Criminal Victimization, 2007 is available on the Bureau of Justice Statistics website, here.

————— Original Message-----

From: Julia Perilla [mailto:psyipp@langate.gsu.edu]

Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2008 10:08 AM

To: Randall, Allison (ACF); amenard@pcadv.org

Cc: Kelley, Marylouise (ACF); BarbarHa@aol.com; Lynberg, Michele (CDC/CCEHIP/NCIPC) ;
Elvander, Erika (NIH/OD) [E]; amg@pcadv.org; Bernie.Auchter@usdoj.gov

Subject: Re: NCVS shows increased DV and SA

Hi, all.

I think it is important to take into consideration the issue of change
in methodology. I think that it is too premature to jump to any
conclusions until we see if this is the beginning of a "trend" or if, as
mentioned in the article, may be more of an adjustment to violence that
had been under-reported using the previous methods. As usual, things can
get taken out of context very easily, by only focusing on bits of data,
without contextualizing it. I suspect a response giving the NCVS
findings, as Anne mentions, may take away some of the "thunder" of folks
who want to use this as "prove" that VAWA doesn't work. It looks like
2009 is going to be another interesting year...

Happy holidays, everyone.

Julia

>>> "Anne Menard" <amenard@pcadv.org> 12/23/08 8:02 AM >>>

Yes, we are working on a response to this. Part of the dilemma is
discomfort with the claims of the HRW press release (which does not seem
to have been picked up anywhere). There have been discussions with Mike
Rand at BJS who confirmed that HRW's statement "Due to criticism from

experts in the
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accurately the incidence of gender-based violence.") is not accurate.

As we understood from their report, the methodological changes were
mostly made in 06 and were not done so because of criticism from any
audience. The changes originated from a census update was issued (the
census 1s updated every 10 years) and because in 06 the survey became
more automated - they

shifted to a computer assisted interview mode. There are still phone
facilities but most interviews come from field documenting.

So there will probably just be a straight reporting of the NCVS findings
(which BJS also indicates show minor, not major, increases) and then
we'll move on.

anne

"Randall, Allison (ACF)" <Allison.Randall@ACF.hhs.gov> writes:

>I've heard the DV groups are working on talking points about this (most
had been expecting the numbers to show an increase based on State
reports of increased homicides and assaults) but I haven't heard
anything from them yet (I'm sure Anne, Barbara and Julia have updates).
I suspect RADAR will

>come out with something saying how this proves that VAWA is a failure.
You can download excel spreadsheets of the results at |

http://www.ojp.usdol.gov/bils/abstract/cv07.htm

lhttp://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bis/abstract/cv07.htm

>
>For Immediate Release
>

>US: Soaring Rates of Rape and Violence Against Women
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>More Accurate Methodology Shows Urgent Need for Preventive Action

>

> (New York, December 18, 2008) - A new government report showing huge
increases in the incidences of domestic violence, rape, and sexual
assault over a two-year period in the United States deserves immediate
attention from lawmakers and the incoming administration, Human Rights
Watch said today.

>The statistics show a 42-percent increase in reported domestic violence
and a 25-percent increase in the reported incidence of rape and sexual
assault.

>

>The [Marker]National Crime Victimization Survey[Marker], based on
projections from a national sample survey, says that at least 248,300
individuals were raped or sexually assaulted in 2007, up from 190,600 in
2005, the last year the survey was conducted. The study surveyed 73,600
individuals in

>41,500 households. Among all violent crimes, domestic violence, rape,
and sexual assault showed the largest increases. Except for simple
assault, which increased by 3 percent, the incidence of every other
crime surveyed decreased.

>

>"The numbers in this survey show an alarmingly high rate of sexual
violence in this country," said Sarah Tofte, researcher for the US
Program at Human Rights Watch. "This should serve as a wake-up call that
more must be done to address the problem in the US."

>

>The projected number of violent crimes committed by intimate partners
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report. By comparison, the number of violent crimes aga>"Domestic violence is often a

hidden crime, and these numbers are a

stark reminder of how serious and widespread this problem is," said
Tofte. "The Obama-Biden administration should make prevention and
protection against all forms of domestic and sexual violence a top
priority."

>

>The National Crime Victimization Survey is conducted every two years,

with data gathered in phone calls made to a sample of households across

the United States. Due to criticism from experts in the subject, the

survey's methodology was adjusted in 2007 to capture more accurately the

incidence of

>gender-based violence. The authors say in the report that the higher
numbers may reflect the new, more accurate methodology rather than an
actual increase. Two major shifts were to describe types of sexual
assault to those being interviewed, and to replace "computer-assisted
telephone interviews

>conducted from two telephone centers" nationwide with interviews "by
field representatives either by telephone or in person."

>

>"The new numbers indicate that previously, the government significantly

underestimated the number of individuals affected by domestic and sexual

violence in this country," said Tofte. "Authorities should urgently
adjust public policies, law enforcement, and provision of support
services

>accordingly."

>
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criminal justice response to sexual violence. The organization's recent
work includes investigating the backlog in untested DNA evidence
collected in rape cases in the US. In Los Angeles City and County alone,
there is a combined

>total of at least 13,000 untested sets of evidence, known as rape kits,
sitting in storage.

>

>Human Rights Watch's national recommendations include:

>

> The Obama administration should appoint a special adviser on
violence against women in the US;

>

> Congress should restore full funding to the Office on Violence
Against Women;

>

> The Department of Justice, through the National Institute of
Justice, should authorize comprehensive studies that more accurately
track sexual and domestic violence in the US, especially among
individuals who are least likely to be surveyed by the National Crime
Victimization Survey;

>

> Congress should increase funding for sexual and domestic
violence prevention, intervention, and treatment programs;

>

> - Congress should amend the federal Debbie Smith Act, a grant
program designed to eliminate the rape kit backlog, but that states can

and have used for other kinds of DNA backlogs;
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> The US should ratify the UN Convention on the Elimination of
all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), which obligates
states to prevent, protect against, and punish violence against women.

>

>

>For more Human Rights Watch reporting on the national rape-kit backlog,
please visit:

>

> - "US: Los Angeles Needs Plan to Test Rape Evidence," Human
Rights Watch statement, October 29, 2008: [

http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2008/10/29/us-1los—-angeles-needs-plan-test-rape—-evidence

lhttp://www.hrw.org/en/news/2008/10/29/us-1los—-angeles—-needs-plan-test-rape-evidence

>
> "LA Police Fail to Use Funds to Test Rape Kits," Human Rights

Watch statement, October 20, 2008: [

http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2008/10/28/us—-la-police-fail-use—funds-test-rape-kits
lhttp://www.hrw.org/en/news/2008/10/28/us—-la-police—-fail-use-funds—-test-rape-kits
>

> "Lost Promise for Rape Victims," Los Angeles Times commentary,

June 30, 2008: [ http://hrw.org/english/docs/2008/06/30/usdoml19223.htm

lhttp://hrw.org/english/docs/2008/06/30/usdoml19223.htm

>

> - "A Test of Justice for Rape Victims," Washington Post

commentary, July 22, 2008: [
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lhttp://hrw.org/english/docs/2008/07/22/usdom19430.htm

>

>
>For more information, please contact:
>In New York, Sarah Tofte: +1-212-377-9408; or +1-646-259-5407 (mobile)

>

>Fro>To: 'Julia Perilla'; 'BarbarHa@aol.com'; 'Anne Menard'; 'Auchter,
Bernie'; Lynberg, Michele (CDC/CCEHIP/NCIPC); Elvander, Erika (NIH/OD)
[E]; Randall, Allison (ACF)

>Cc: 'Annika M. Gifford'

>Subject: FW: DRAFT VAW Researcher Meeting Notes

>Importance: High

>

>Please see attached the draft minutes from the Research/Practice
meeting. When we talk at 9:00 (EST) this morning, we can discuss the
process for review and dissemination.

>

>Call-In: 866-729-9640

>

>Participant Code: 4114566

>
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>Marylouise Kelley, Ph.D., Director

>

>Family Violence Prevention & Services Program
>

>Family and Youth Services Bureau

>

>Administration for Children and Families

>

>U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
>

>1250 Maryland Ave., SW, Suite 8216

>

>Washington, DC 20024

>

>
>202-401-5756
>

>Marylouise.Kelley@acf.hhs.gov

>

>————- Original Message-—----

>

>From: Annika M. Gifford [[ mailto:amg@pcadv.org Jmailto:amg@pcadv.orqg]
>

>Sent: Wednesday, December 17, 2008 1:50 PM
>

>To: Kelley, Marylouise (ACF)
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>Cc: Randall, Allison (ACF); Anne Menard

>

>Subject: DRAFT VAW Researcher Meeting Notes

>

>Importance: High

>

>Hi Marylouise,

>

>I hope you're well. Thanks for your patience with these. I had hoped
to be done earlier but I've been sick since we left DC. Unfortunately,
that has manifested into a sinus infection and bronchitis - and I've
been experiencing some nasty side effects from the antibiotics. I
haven't been as

>

>productive and efficient in my work as a result!

>

>I'm attaching a draft version of the "Are We Measuring What Matters"
notes. As you will see, there are 33 pages of notes from the meeting.
>

>I hope I understood my task correctly that I was to do the notes and
the planning group will pull out the summary/highlight pieces to send to
participants?

>

>Thanks, and please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.
>

>Annika

>
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>

>Annika M. Gifford, M.A.

>

>Policy Analyst

>

>National Resource Center on Domestic Violence
>

>Tel: 1-800-537-2238, ext. 116
>

>TTY: 1.800.553.2508

>

>E-mail: amg@pcadv.org

>
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