
 

The Ovarian Cancer National Alliance is the nation’s vision and voice for ovarian cancer issues.  The Alliance, a 501(c)(3) 
organization, lead the national initiative to conquer ovarian cancer by uniting individuals and local, state and national 

organizations in a solidified movement to advance ovarian cancer research, improve health care practice and find an effective 
screening test and a cure for the disease. 

Ovarian Cancer National Alliance Congressional Priorities 
111th Congress 

 
The Ovarian Cancer National Alliance (OCNA) is committed to reducing and preventing the devastating toll of 
ovarian cancer on the nation’s women. OCNA stands ready to work with Congress to advance policies and 
programs that increase our understanding of ovarian cancer and improve survival rates for women diagnosed 
with this deadly disease.  The following are OCNA’s Congressional priorities for 2009 

SUSTAIN AND STRENGTHEN THE NATION’S CANCER RESEARCH AND AWARENESS PROGRAMS AT 
THE NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE (NCI) THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION 

(CDC), AND THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DOD) 

 
NCI the CDC and the DoD play integral roles in advancing our knowledge and understanding of ovarian cancer.  
To that end, the Alliance urges Congress to: 
 

 Increase NCI funding in FY 2010 to support and expand efforts to reduce cancer incidence and mortality 
and advance important research and awareness efforts that contribute significantly to our nation’s battle 
against ovarian cancer. 

 Appropriate $10 million in FY 2010 to support the implementation of Johanna’s Law: the Gynecologic 
Cancer Education and Awareness Act which authorized the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
to undertake a national gynecologic cancer awareness campaign directed at women and health care 
providers.  

 Allocate $10 million in FY 2010 to the CDC Ovarian Cancer Control Initiative to expand activities that 
increase early detection, improve treatment options and enhance survivorship.  The CDC’s highly-
developed network of health care providers and cancer registries spearheads efforts to educate 
providers to identify ovarian cancer’s symptoms and utilize best practice guidelines. 

 Appropriate $25 million in FY 2010 to the DoD Ovarian Cancer Research Program to allow the program 
to maintain current research and expand innovative investigations into early detection and screening 
tools.  

 
PASS LEGISLATION TO ENHANCE OVARIAN CANCER RESEARCH AND PRACTICE 

 
 Pass the Ovarian Cancer Biomarker Research Act that creates a program within NCI to focus on 

research for early detection and treatment of ovarian cancer through the use of biomarkers.  
 Initiate the Oncology Demonstration Program by passing the Oncology Quality Care Improvement Act 

which includes ovarian cancer as one of six cancer types to be addressed. 

SUPPORT LEGISLATION IN COOPERATION WITH THE GREATER CANCER COMMUNITY 
 

 Pass the Preexisting Condition Exclusion Patient Protection Act which prohibits discrimination of 
potential plan-holders based on pre-existing conditions and eliminates barriers to health insurance 
coverage.   

 Pass the Assuring and Improving Cancer Treatment Education and Cancer Symptom Management Act 
which provides reimbursement for educating cancer patients and care-givers about treatment options.  

 Pass the Comprehensive Cancer Care Improvement Act, which will establish a Medicare payment for 
development of written treatment plans at the beginning of treatment and treatment summaries and long-
term survivorship care plans at the end of acute treatment.  

 Pass the Kennedy-Hutchinson Cancer Bill, and its House counterpart, in order to conquer cancer through 
prevention, early detection and treatment.  Specifically, this bill aims to focus research on deadly 
cancers, like ovarian. 


