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Early Childhood Education 
 

Quality early childhood experiences provide the foundation for higher 
levels of student achievement, future success in school, and economic benefits to 
society.  The National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP) 
represents some 28,000 pre-K, elementary, and middle level principals throughout 
the nation who are committed to ensuring that children are provided the best 
possible educational opportunities throughout their lives.  More than one-fourth of 
NAESP’s members have early childhood education programs in their schools, and 
more would likely do so if physical space were available.  The lack of adequate 
physical space is a major problem for many schools, and as work proceeds on 
school construction and renovation, consideration of early childhood education 
should be included in the planning and design of schools. 
 

NAESP supports voluntary universal preschool and believes that early 
childhood programs should be school-connected.  The most effective early 
childhood education programs are developmentally appropriate and include a 
variety of academic, social, emotional, and physical experiences.   Elementary 
school principals are committed to creating a smooth transition for children 
making the move from preschool to Kindergarten and are skilled at working with 
the diverse population of providers of early childhood education and care to make 
that smooth transition a reality in every community.  Such close collaboration 
should also be an integral component of interagency and intra-agency planning and 
implementation efforts at all levels.  The fact that the Head Start and Early Head 
Start programs are administered by the Department of Health and Human Services 
and other federal education programs are in the purview of the Department of 
Education should not be allowed to create barriers to partnership.  Indeed, bringing 
the knowledge and resources of both these agencies to work together and in 
collaboration with other governmental and appropriate non-governmental entities 
can do much to enhance the continuum of education experiences available to 
children.  NAESP supports the establishment of a system of coordinated services 
in each state, supported in part by federal resources, whereby schools would 
collaborate with local and state government and community-based entities to 
address the needs of children both in school and outside of the regular school day.   

 
 
 
 



NAESP appreciates the value and unique services provided by Head Start 
and Early Head Start, and we support a significant funding increase for these 
programs.  This would make it possible for more children to be included and for 
overall program quality to be improved through the provision of higher teacher 
salaries, increased outreach to parents and guardians, and enhancement of the 
comprehensive education, health, nutrition, and social services these programs 
provide.  High-quality training and curriculum design, along with opportunities for 
staff to collaborate and learn from each other, must be present in all Head Start and 
Early Head Start programs. 

 
  Principals recognize very quickly which children entering Kindergarten 

have had the benefit of participating in early childhood education and are working 
to make sure that number steadily increases.  Full-day Kindergarten is also a factor 
in students’ school success, and NAESP supports individual states’ progress in 
making full-day Kindergarten available to all students. 
 

NAESP looks forward to working closely with the Obama administration 
and the 111th Congress to increase the opportunities for all young children to 
participate in excellent early childhood education programs.  By doing this, we can 
lay a strong foundation for the nation’s young people to achieve to their highest 
potential and apply their unique knowledge and skills to civic engagement and the 
nation’s economic success. 
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