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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS -- (Senate -
November 17, 2008)

Sec. 1801. PAYMENTS TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS WHO SERVED IN THE UNITED
STATES ARMY FORCES IN THE FAR EAST DURING WORLD WAR 1I. (a) Findings.--
Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The Philippine islands became a United States possession in 1898 when they were ceded
from Spain following the Spanish-American War.

(2) During World War 11, Filipinos served in a variety of units, some of which came under the
direct control of the United States Armed Forces.

(3) The regular Philippine Scouts, the new Philippine Scouts, the Guerilla Services, and more
than 100,000 members of the Philippine Commonwealth Army were called into the service of
the United States Armed Forces of the Far East on July 26, 1941, by an executive order of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

(4) Even after hostilities had ceased, wartime service of the new Philippine Scouts continued
as a matter of law until the end of 1946, and the force gradually disbanded and was
disestablished in 1950.

(5) Filipino veterans who were granted benefits prior to the enactment of the so-called
Rescissions Acts of 1946 (Public Laws 79-301 and 79-391) currently receive full benefits under
laws administered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, but under section 107 of title 38, United
States Code, the service of certain other Filipino veterans is deemed not to be active service for
purposes of such laws.

(6) These other Filipino veterans only receive certain benefits under title 38, United States
Code, and, depending on where they legally reside, are paid such benefit amounts at reduced
rates.

(7) The benefits such veterans receive include service-connected compensation benefits paid
under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code, dependency indemnity compensation survivor
benefits paid under chapter 13 of title 38, United States Code, and burial benefits under chapters
23 and 24 of title 38, United States Code, and such benefits are paid to beneficiaries at the rate of
$0.50 per dollar authorized, unless they lawfully reside in the United States.

(8) Dependents' educational assistance under chapter 35 of title 38, United States Code, is also
payable for the dependents of such veterans at the rate of $0.50 per dollar authorized, regardless
of the veterans' residency.

(b) Compensation Fund.--

(1) IN GENERAL.--There is in the general fund of the Treasury a fund to be known as the
“Filipino Veterans Equity Compensation Fund" (in this section referred to as the *"compensation
fund").

(2) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.--Subject to the availability of appropriations for such
purpose, amounts in the compensation fund shall be available to the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs without fiscal year limitation to make payments to eligible persons in accordance with
this section.
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(c) Payments.--

(1) IN GENERAL.--During the one-year period beginning on the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall make a payment to an eligible person who, during such period,
submits to the Secretary an application containing such information and assurances as the
Secretary may require.

(2) PAYMENT TO SURVIVING SPOUSE.--If an eligible person dies during the period
described in paragraph (1) before payment is made to the eligible person under this section, the
payment otherwise to be made to the eligible person under this section shall be made instead to
the surviving spouse of the eligible person.

(d) Eligible Persons.--An eligible person is any person who served--

(1) before July 1, 1946, in the organized military forces of the Government of the
Commonwealth of the Philippines, while such forces were in the service of the Armed Forces of
the United States pursuant to the military order of the President dated July 26, 1941, including
among such military forces organized guerrilla forces under commanders appointed, designated,
or subsequently recognized by the Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific Area, or other
competent authority in the Army of the United States; or

(2) in the Philippine Scouts under section 14 of the Armed Forces Voluntary Recruitment Act
of 1945 (59 Stat. 538).

(e) Payment Amounts.--Each payment under this section shall be--

(1) in the case of an eligible person who is not a citizen of the United States, in the amount of
$9,000; and

(2) in the case of an eligible person who is a citizen of the United States, in the amount of
$15,000.

(f) Limitation.--The Secretary may not make more than one payment under this section for
each person described in subsection (d).

(g) Clarification of Treatment of Payments Under Certain Laws.--Amounts paid to a person
under this section--

(1) shall be treated for purposes of the internal revenue laws of the United States as damages
for human suffering; and

(2) shall not be included in income or resources for purposes of determining--

(A) eligibility of an individual to receive benefits described in section 3803(¢c)(2)(C) of title
31, United States Code, or the amount of such benefits; or

(B) eligibility of an individual to receive benefits under title II or VIII of the Social Security
Act, or the amount of such benefits.

(h) Release.--

(1) IN GENERAL.--Except as provided in paragraph (2), the acceptance by an eligible person
of a payment under this section shall be final, and shall constitute a complete release of any
claim against the United States by reason of any service described in subsection (d).

(2) PAYMENT OF PREVIOUSLY AWARDED BENEFITS.--Nothing in this section shall
prohibit a person from receiving any benefit to which the person is entitled based on a claim for
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which benefits are awarded before the date of the enactment of this Act, including on a claim for
medical care and nursing care benefits, burial benefits, and any other benefits to which the
person is entitled by law.

(1) Recognition of Service.--The service of a person as described in subsection (d) is hereby
recognized as active military service in the Armed Forces for purposes of, and to the extent
provided in, this section.

(j) Reports.--The Secretary shall include, in documents submitted to Congress by the Secretary
in support of the President's budget for each fiscal year in which payments are made from the
compensation fund under this section, detailed information on the operation of the compensation
fund, including the number of applicants, the number of eligible persons receiving benefits, the
amounts paid out of the compensation fund, and the administration of the compensation fund.

(k) Regulations.--Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prescribe regulations to carry out this section.

(1) Authorization of Appropriation.--There is authorized to be appropriated to the
compensation fund $198,000,000, to remain available until expended, to make payments under
this section.
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FILIPINO WORLD WAR II VETERANS: LEFT BEHIND

» President Roosevelt called the Philippine military into the service of the United States Armed
Forces of the Far East during World War II, on July 26, 1941, on the eve of invasion by the
Japanese. Over 200,000 soldiers were drafted into the U.S. military while the Philippines
was still a territory of the United States and its citizens were U.S. nationals. They served
with honor and bravery in some of the grueling conditions of the war, including the infamous
Bataan Death March.

» After the war, the United States government turned its back on these soldiers by revoking
recognition of their U.S. veteran status. The legislative rider appended to the 1946
Rescission Act denies U.S. military status and benefits to those veterans who fought under
the command of officers of the U.S. Armed Forces in the Philippines. The significant and
adverse impact of the 1946 Rescission Act is the unjustified discrimination against loyal
Filipino soldiers of World War II that denied them eligibility for equal benefits administered
by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

 Filipinos are the only national group that served under U.S. command who were singled out
for denial of full U.S. veterans' status. Soldiers of more than 60 other U.S. allied countries,
who were similarly inducted into the service of the Armed Forces of the United States during
World War II, were granted full U.S. veteran status.

» The United States government has yet to fully restore the rights, privileges and benefits
guaranteed, and then taken away from Filipino soldiers of WWII. Filipino World War II
veterans currently have the following limited benefits: they have burial benefits, can avail
themselves of VA medical facilities, and can take some of their SSI benefits with them if
they return to the Philippines. But Filipino veterans are still not treated equally. Until
Filipino veterans are treated equally with other U.S. veterans, they will not have achieved
equity.

The National Alliance for Filipino Veterans Equity (NAFVE) represents over 20 local, regional and national organizations committed to securing
full equity for Filipino World War II Veterans. For more information please contact Ben de Guzman at nafve2007 @ gmail.com ore Irene Bueno

ibueno@nvgllc.com or visit our website at at www.nafve.orq .
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Filipino World War II Veterans
Excerpted from the National Network for Veterans Equity

Who are the Filipino World War II Veterans?

On July 26, 1941 when the Philippines was a colony of the United States, President
Roosevelt issued a military order calling all organized military forces of the government of the
Philippines into the service of the Armed Forces of the United States. The Filipino veterans are
those individuals who responded to the call of President Roosevelt and served under the U.S
Armed Forces during World War II. They fought as American nationals under the American flag
and under the direction of the US military leaders.

How many Filipino World War II veterans are there?

As of September 2000, the estimated total number of Filipino veterans is 18,000. There
are 12,000 living in the United States and 6,000 in the Philippines. These figures are based on an
estimate from the Philippine Embassy. The figures are projected to decrease significantly as the
population ages. A majority of these veterans are now in their late seventies and eighties. Due
to their advanced age, the veterans are dying at an alarmingly fast rate.

Are Filipino World War II veterans considered US veterans?

VA officials considered the service of the Filipino military recruited under President
Roosevelt’s executive order as “active” under the US military until 1946 when US Congress
passed the Rescission Act. The Rescission Act divested the Filipino veterans of their “US
veteran status” for purposes of receiving veterans benefits.

Filipino veterans fought with gallantry and courage under most the difficult conditions
during the war and played a heroic role in defending freedom under the American flag. This is
the precise reason why after 59 years the surviving Filipino veterans are seeking “equity” from
this unjust discrimination. For all their military gallantry, loyalty and sacrifices during World
War II, Filipino veterans deserve to have their military status restored.

What is Equity?

We must correct the grave injustice done to Filipino veterans when they were divested of
their rightful US veteran status. The word “equity” is used to mean justice for the Filipino
veterans — to give them what rightfully belongs to them, to recognize their bravery, to restore
their dignity, and to treat them equally with all other U.S. veterans.

How can justice be obtained for the veterans?

To correct the injustice, the cause must be revisited. = The Rescission Act of 1946
divested Filipino soldiers of their veteran status and, therefore, veterans’ benefits. The specific
provision of the 1946 law now incorporated in Title 38 of the United States Code must be
amended by legislation to reconsider the Filipino veterans as having served actively under the
US military for purposes of benefits and programs administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs.

The National Alliance for Filipino Veterans Equity (NAFVE) represents over 20 local, regional and national organizations committed to securing
full equity for Filipino World War II Veterans. For more information please contact Ben de Guzman at nafve2007 @ gmail.com ore Irene Bueno

ibueno@nvgllc.com or visit our website at at www.nafve.org .
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The Filipino Veterans Equity Act of 2007 (HR 760/S 57) currently pending in Congress
directly addresses this issue by amending the specific provision of law relating to the veterans
status of Filipino World War II soldiers.

Why were the Filipino World War II veterans divested of their status?

In 1946, discrimination against people of color was the rule of law. Army barracks were
segregated, as was the U.S. education system and all public facilities in the U.S. The second-
class treatment of Filipino World War II veterans is another example from this historical period.

Relatedly, the Philippines was a de jure colony of the United States at the time of the
passage of the Rescission Act. As a colony of the U.S., the Philippine government did not have
the power as a sovereign nation to protest the treatment of its citizenry in this manner.

Hasn’t partial equity already been achieved for World War II veterans?

No. There is no such thing as partial equity. Partial equity is a myth. Filipino veterans
are either treated equally with other U.S. veterans, or they are not. Filipino veterans have been
discriminated against by the U.S. government. In essence, when they fought for the U.S. Armed
Forces, they formed a contract with the U.S. government that in exchange for their service, the
veterans would receive U.S. citizenship and would be allowed the same rights and privileges as
all other World War II veterans. These obligations were revoked when the U.S. Congress
passed the Rescission Act. Filipinos are the only group of veterans from World War II who
fought for the U.S. and yet do not receive veterans benefits. It was only in 1990 that World War
IT veterans were allowed to become veterans. Until their veterans status is restored, Filipino
veterans will not have achieved equity.

This issue has caused much confusion in both the Filipino and mainstream communities.
Over the last 15 years, legislation has been passed in the U.S. Congress relating to the status of
Filipino World War II veterans. These laws have marginally increased the number of benefits
for which Filipino World War II veterans are eligible. But Filipino veterans are still not treated
equally. Until Filipino veterans are treated equally with other U.S. veterans, they will not have
achieved equity.

What benefits do Filipino World War II veterans currently receive?

Filipino World War II veterans currently have limited benefits, including: burial benefits,
can avail themselves of VA medical facilities, and can take some of their SSI benefits with them
if they return home to the Philippines.

In 1946, President Truman said, “I consider it a moral obligation of the United States to
look after the welfare of the Filipino Army veterans." This obligation has not been fulfilled.
Filipino World War II veterans (and their families) do not receive disability pension, death
pension, educational benefits, homebuying assistance, and many other privileges attached to
veterans status.

The National Alliance for Filipino Veterans Equity (NAFVE) represents over 20 local, regional and national organizations committed to securing
full equity for Filipino World War II Veterans. For more information please contact Ben de Guzman at nafve2007 @ gmail.com ore Irene Bueno

ibueno@nvgllc.com or visit our website at at www.nafve.org .
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About the National Alliance for Filipino Veterans Equity

The National Alliance for Filipino World War II Veterans Equity is a coalition of local,
national and international organizations and individuals committed to securing justice for
Filipino World War II Veterans through restoration of U.S. Veterans status for purposes
of benefits. All the groups have been part of a 60-year campaign to restore to Filipino
WW II veterans their rightful claim to U.S. veterans status and recognition for their
bravery in defending the United States during WWII. The National Alliance’s sole
purpose is to pass the long overdue Filipino World War Il Veterans' Equity Act in the
110™ Congress.

The National Alliance formed in December 2006 at a meeting of over 60 participants
including leaders from around the United States and the Philippines who have been
working on issues of concern to the Filipino American and Filipino Veterans
communities for decades. At the meeting, participants agreed that with champions of the
Filipino Veterans in key positions of leadership in both houses of Congress, the time was
right to secure final passage of the Filipino World War II Veterans Equity Act.

The National Alliance is currently working to pass the Filipino World War II Veterans
Equity Act in the 110™ Congress. With a national, coordinated structure and a dedicated
team of seasoned political professionals working in Washington, DC, the Alliance
represents the most broad-based and well-funded effort to secure justice for Filipino
World War II Veterans to date.

Contacting the Alliance

General Address

Ben de Guzman, National Campaign Coordinator
c/o Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance

815 16™ Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006

202-422-4909

nafve2007@gmail.com

www.nafve.org

Alliance Co-Chairs

Jon Melegrito (Washington, DC) Lilian Galedo (Oakland, CA)
202-429-1147 510-465-9876
jonmele@aol.com lgaledo@filipinos4action.org

The National Alliance for Filipino Veterans Equity (NAFVE) represents over 20 local, regional and national organizations committed
to securing full equity for Filipino World War II Veterans. For more information please contact Ben de Guzman at
nafve2007 @gmail.com ore Irene Bueno ibueno@nvgllc.com or visit our website at at www.nafve.org .
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Legislative Team
Irene Bueno, Legislative Adviser (Washington, DC)
ibueno@nvllgc.com

Charmaine Manansala, Senior Policy Adviser (Washington, DC)
Charmaine.Manansala@gmail.com

Vida Benavides, Campaign Adviser (Washington, DC)
Benavida@aol.com

Current List of Alliance Members

Bataan & Corregidor Survivors Assn & their Families (BCSA&TF), Seattle
Embassy of the Philippines

Erasto Batongmalaque Foundation, Inc. (ERBF), Los Angeles

Federation of Filipino American Associations, Inc. (FFAAI)

FilAm Community of Los Angeles (FACLA)

Filipino American Democrats of South New Jersey

Filipino American Republicans of Virginia (FARV)

Filipino American National Historical Society- East Bay Chapter, Oakland, CA
Fil-Am Veterans Society, Inc. of Jacksonville, Florida (FASI)

Filipino American Support Group Inc. (FASGI), Los Angeles, CA

Filipino American Veterans of Hampton Roads (FAVHR), VA

Filipino American Veterans & Families, Inc (FAFVI), San Francisco, CA
Filipino Civil Rights Advocates (FilCRA)

Filipinos for Affirmative Action, Oakland, CA

Filipino Intercollegiate Networking Dialogue (FIND)

Filipino War Veterans of Washington (FWVW), Seattle

Filipino World War II Veterans Federation of San Diego County

Ilinois Veterans Equity Center (IVEC)

National Association of Filipino American United Methodists (NAFAUM), Washington, DC
National Assn of Sons & Daughters of FilAm World War II Veterans USA
National Network for Veterans Equity (NNVE)

National Federation of Filipino American Associations (NaFFAA)

Philippine Nurses Association of Pennsylvania and New Jersey

Progressive Alliance of Filipinos and Americans, Inc. (PAFAI), Washington, DC
Search to Involve Pilipino Americans, Los Angeles, CA

Veterans Equity Center (VEC), San Francisco

Veterans Federation of the Philippines (VFP)

The National Alliance for Filipino Veterans Equity (NAFVE) represents over 20 local, regional and national organizations committed to securing
full equity for Filipino World War II Veterans. For more information please contact Ben de Guzman at nafve2007 @ gmail.com ore Irene Bueno

ibueno@nvgllc.com or visit our website at at www.nafve.orq .




