
 

 

The National Youth Advocacy Coalition (NYAC), founded in 1993, is a social justice organization that advocates for and 
with young people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or questioning (LGBTQ) in an effort to end discrimination 
against these youth and to ensure their physical and emotional well‐being.  NYAC envisions a society in which all LGBTQ 
youth can reach their full potential and works to advance policies that reflect the lives of these diverse young people. 
NYAC accomplishes its mission primarily through capacity building assistance, but also through youth engagement and 
advocacy. 
 
Working  with  local,  state  and  national  organizations,  NYAC  offers  capacity  building  assistance  to  increase  their 
effectiveness in working with LGBTQ youth. This work ranges from developing model programs to providing a national 
infrastructure to improve communication between organizations working with LGBTQ youth. In its role as the national 
social  justice organization working  for  and with  LGBTQ youth, NYAC engages  young people  to become advocates  for 
progress within the broader LGBTQ civil rights movement. 
 
Over  the  upcoming  year,  NYAC  and  LGBTQ  youth‐serving  organizations  would  like  to  work  with  the  Obama/Biden 
administration on the following issues of importance to LGBTQ youth. 
 
An Inclusive Employment Non‐Discrimination Act (ENDA) 
As  young  people  enter  the  workforce  they  are  concerned  about  legally  losing  their  jobs  because  of  their  sexual 
orientation  and/or  gender  identity  or  expression.    This  is  especially  true  in  this  economic  crisis  where many  people 
already  have  increased  anxiety  about  job  security.    Not  including  gender  identity  or  expression  in  ENDA would  be  a 
mistake and would exclude far too many LGBTQ youth. 
 
Matthew Shepard Act 
According  to  reports  published  by  the  National  Coalition  of  Anti‐Violence  Programs  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation, hate crimes focused on LGBTQ individuals remain a serious problem in this country.  The recent ten‐year 
anniversary of the attack on Matthew Shepard was a painful reminder that this problem has remained unaddressed by 
the Federal government for too long. 
 
Safety 
In addition to hate crimes, physical, emotional and sexual abuse against LGBTQ youth occur at frighteningly high rates in 
our  nation’s  schools  and  other  youth‐serving  venues.   Many  of  these  have  government  oversight,  regulation  and/or 
funding.  Bullying and neglect by youth‐serving professionals towards LGBTQ youth continues to put them at greater risk 
for suicide, substance abuse, poor academic performance and other high‐risk behaviors. 
 
Census 2010 & Data Collection 
Too often organizations seeking government funding for important LGBTQ work are denied because there is insufficient 
government data pertaining to the LGBTQ community.  The lack of sexual orientation and gender identity data collection 
in the census, health surveys and other data collection projects is a barrier to providing LGBTQ youth with the assistance 
and services they need.  The government should include sexual orientation and gender identity questions on all surveys 
and in the meantime should refrain from denying funding to organizations that seek support for important LGBTQ work 
simply because this data is not yet available. 


