

























































































































































































Specifically, it calls for the federal government to focus on the following six areas in
elementary and secondary education.

» Support the profession of teaching as a desired and complex field of study and
practice.

o Federal guarantee for the sustained funding of Title I and IDEA and for special
needs populations.

¢ Equal access to educational services and supports.

e Support state-led public school transformation through authentic accountability that
is publicly transparent.

o Establish high-quality educational research and development as essential to
educational improvement.

» Support innovation and best practices to accelerate state-based improvement efforts
and improve student learning based on proven teaching strategies and programs
grounded in sound teaching and learning research.

GPS by 2020 also includes specific principles for the reauthorization of ESEA:
http://www.nea.org/esea/policy.html.

Broader, Bolder Approach
http://www.boldapproach.org/

NEA is also supporting several coalition initiatives to redefine the federal role that are
consistent with GPS 2020. The Broader, Bolder Approach to Education is the
product of deliberation by leaders with diverse religious and political affiliations, and
experts in the fields of education, social welfare, health, housing and civil rights. The
statement examines areas that research shows must be addressed if we are to keep our
promises to all of America's children.

“After six years, it has become clear that No Child Left Behind has not succeeded in
improving the quality of education available to America's neediest children. This
Task Force is united around the need for a more comprehensive approach to federal
policy that specifically responds to the needs of children and schools in low-income
areas,” said Co-Chair Pedro Noguera. "Our 'Bold Approach’ identifies critical
community support systems that can effectively work to narrow the disheartening
achievement gap that exists in America."

Co-chaired by Helen Ladd, a Duke University professor of public policy studies;
Pedro Noguera, a sociologist at New York University and an expert on educational
policy; and Tom Payzant, a professor at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, a
former Boston schools superintendent and U.S. assistant secretary of education, the
Task Force’s framework points to the many flaws in the approach of the current
NCLB law and charges that the nation's education and youth development policy has
erred by relying on school improvement alone to raise achievement levels of
disadvantaged children.
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The Broader Bolder statement has been signed by several NEA leaders and staff.

3. Community Agenda for Schools
http://www.thecommunityagenda.org/

NEA is one of more than 100 organizations that have endorsed the Community
Agenda, which is built on four core beliefs:

e Communities and schools are fundamentally and positively
interconnected. Engaged communities build strong schools; effective schools
are essential to strong communities.

o Schools can make a difference in the lives of all children. The quality of
schools matters. High academic standards, rigorous curricula, high-quality
teachers, effective school leadership, aligned tests, accountability, and strong
professional development are important factors for student success.

¢ Children do better when their families do better. We recognize this
inextricable connection and actively support the strengthening and
empowering of families.

e The development of the whole child is a critical factor for student success.
Children grow into successful adulthood through high-quality instructional
opportunities in school and out of school; by exploring their talents and
interests through experiences that stretch their aspirations; and by receiving
the social, emotional, and physical support they need to succeed.

The following recommendations will guide the signatories to The Community

Agenda:
» Results-Focused Partnerships
o Youth, Parent, School, and Community Involvement
¢ Community-School Coordination
» A Broad-Based Accountability Framework — a single, standardized test

should not be the only basis for judging schools or students.
» Public Access to Data
e Increased Investments
+ Professional Development and Capacity Building

4. Learning First Alliance: Transforming the Federal Role in America’s Public

Schools
http://www.publicschoolinsights.org/resources.dyn/L FAFedera]RoleFINAL .pdf

On October 13, the Learning First Alliance (LFA) released its set of principles calling
for a new federal role in education. NEA is one of the 18 leading education
associations in LFA. The LFA principles “emphasize support for students in need, as
well as more effective and transparent accountability among key players in the
system. The principles also call for greater collaboration among the federal
government, states and districts.”
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The LFA statement outlines six principles for federal involvement in public
education:

Support a Broad Vision of Student Learning.

Ensure Adequate Funding for Students in Need.

Foster Shared Accountability for Student Learning.

Encourage a Comprehensive Approach to Supporting Students and Families.
Support Education Research and Development.

Support the Education Profession.

5. Other Federal Role Proposals
In addition to the above coalition proposals to redefine the federal role, the Forum on
Educational Accountability will soon release a detailed proposal for the ESEA
reauthorization entitled Empowering Schools to Improve Student Learning. NEA will
be one of the supporters of this document.

Other organizations have also released similar policy frameworks including the
Forum on Education and Democracy’s Democracy at Risk; The Association for
Supervision and Curriculum Development’s Whole Child Initiative (endorsed by
NEA); and the American Association of School Administrators’ All Children Will
Learn plan.

IV. OTHER FEDERAL ROLE PROPOSALS WE ARE MONITORING

1. Education Equality Project
http://www.educationequalityproject.org/

The Education Equality Project is co-chaired by New York City public schools
Chancellor Joel Klein and the Reverend Al Sharpton, President of the National
Action Network.

According to its website, it is “a non-partisan group of elected officials, civil rights
leaders, and education reformers that has formed to help ensure that America finally
brings equity to an educational system that, 54 years since Brown v. Board of
Education, continues to fail its highest needs students. The project will take on
conventional wisdom and the entrenched impediments to real reform, focusing on
teacher quality and pay; accountability for results; and maximizing parents' options. It
will also challenge politicians, public officials, educators, union leaders, and anybody
else who stands in the way of necessary change. This means challenging laws and
contracts that preserve a system that fails students. The one measure of every policy,
regardless of the depths of its historic roots or the power of its adherents, must be
whether it advances student learning.”

Unfortunately, its Statement of Principles, places the blame for creating the “crisis” in
public education on “teachers’ union contracts”. Among the signers of its statement
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are Senator John McCain, former Florida Governor Jeb Bush, and former House
Speaker Newt Gringrich. Several leaders of the Education Equality project
participated in an education event at the Democratic National Convention in Denver
that was heavy on anti-union sentiments.

According to an Education Week blog on the event, “The fight against the teachers’
unions and other special interests is a ‘battle at the heart of the Democratic Party,’
said Newark Mayor Cory Booker.”

V. Additional Background: NEA’s Role in Shaping an Emerging Consensus to Public
School Improvement

NEA also has devoted significant resources to activities to improve public schools by helping to:
¢ Close the achievement gap;
¢ Reduce the dropout rate; and
o Fight for professional pay and improved teacher professional development.

National action by NEA is complemented by on-the-ground action of state and local affiliates.
Many of these efforts are showing significant resuits.

Pro-public education allies have echoed NEA’s ideas. At the Learning First Alliance 2007
summit in Washington, DC, over 300 leaders, including many NEA national and state affiliate
leaders, met to articulate a shared vision for America’s public schools. Attendees agreed that
public schools should tailor instruction to the individual needs of students. Schools should have
top flight teaching and strong instructional leadership. Schools should have a high-quality and
relevant curricula, imparting rich core content. And schools should be safe, inspiring places that
are well connected to the community.

Because of the commitment to the “public” in public schools, NEA along with other pro-public
education leaders believe that public schools should offer greater transparency of school
processes to the public; strong collaboration with community partners; flexibility so schools can
meet specific needs of local student populations and a long-term, sustained commitment to
programs of improvement.

The results of NEA work — along with the studies, ideas, and experiences of other educators —
have helped to inform NEA’s thinking about what constitutes meaningful strategies to improve
public schools. And yet, although there is value in the work NEA has been doing, the activities
by themselves clearly do not have the scope to reach millions of students and make the change
our students — and our members — need.
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NEA has concluded that our association should find new ways to leverage the “system” of public
education in order to accelerate and expand improvement efforts. Transformation must expand
what is best in public school systems and identify and systemically change what is not working.
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