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American Council for Voluntary International Action

December 23, 2008

The Honorable Barack Obama, President-Elect of the United States
Transition Headquarters

451 6th St. NW

Washington, DC

Dear President-Elect Obama

Every day of the year, InterAction’s 175 member organizations turn the American
impulses to help people and get things done into action, working throughout the
devel oping world and advocating here at home to fight global poverty, aleviate
suffering, protect human rights, and maintain the natural resources upon which
the world’ s poorest depend.

We write to you now to congratul ate you on your election, to thank you
enthusiastically for your far-sighted and bold pledge to double U.S. foreign
assistance, and to present the attached document with our FY 2010 funding
recommendations for poverty-focused devel opment and humanitarian accounts.

Our funding recommendations are based on our first-hand understanding of
conditions abroad and our ability to improve those conditions, tempered
somewhat by our sense of the political and fiscal environment here at home. We
urge you to request the amounts we recommend for each account, and to request
an overdl international affairs account allocation sufficient to allow the
recommended total increase of $9.9 billion dollars (over FY 2008 enacted levels)
for these poverty-focused development and humanitarian accounts.

As you know, while the outgoing administration and the Congress have
commendably increased our effortsto fight global poverty in recent years, the
challenges we face require us to do more. At present, more than one billion
people lack access to clean water and basic sanitation, and every day, 25,000
children under five die from preventable causes like pneumonia and diarrhea.
Seventy-seven million children, most of whom are girls, do not have the
opportunity to attend primary school. Fortunately, we know how to beat these
challenges with affordable solutions that have been tested and have shown their
effectiveness. All we need isthe will to fund and implement them.

We fully understand the tough budget climate and the stresses the economic
downturn have placed on our country. Y et the total needed for these accounts
remains an exceedingly small portion of the overall federal budget (Iess than 1%),
and the returns on the investments we recommend — in increased global stability,
economic prosperity and good will, reduction of suffering and enactment of
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American values— will be many-fold. In the coming tough budget years, those returns will be
needed more than ever. Thetime to make the investments is now.

Increased investment in these accounts has wide bipartisan support. Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates has called for “a dramatic increase in spending on the civilian instruments of national
security — diplomacy, strategic communications, foreign assistance, civic action, and economic
reconstruction and development...” General Anthony Zinni, Admira Leighton Smith Jr., and 51
of their fellow retired military commanders have echoed this call. Opinion polls consistently show
that solid majorities of the American public think our government should be investing a greater
percentage of the federal budget in foreign assistance.

Adequately funding these accounts is also an important step in restoring fiscal responsibility and
transparency in our international affairs spending and increasing the effectiveness of U.S.
humanitarian programs. Funding of disaster relief and refugee programs in recent years has come
in significant part through supplemental (off-budget) appropriations bills, after those accounts have
been under-funded in the regular budget and appropriations cycle. Thisirregular process resultsin
costly inefficiencies and disrupted programs with devastating human consequences that cannot be
undone with last-minute mid-year funding. By requesting a robust funding level at the start of the
budget process, you can demonstrate a renewed commitment both to the vital programming that
these accounts fund and to fiscal responsibility and responsible budgeting.

We thank you again for your bold pledge and for your consideration of this request. We look
forward to working with you to ensure our government's continued leadership in cooperating with
the people of the world to create healthy and sustai nable communities and a more stable and
prosperous world.

Sincerdly,
The Undersigned Members of InterAction

“AED'

Connecting People ~ Creating Change

ACON
HUNGER

| ACF INTERNATIONAL NETWORK |

1. Academy for Educational Development

2. Action Against Hunger
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American Refugee Commi
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breadfortheworld
17. Bread for the World HAVE FAITH. END HUNGER.
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The Centre for Development
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27. Concern America

InterAction is a membership association of US private voluntary organizations engaged in international humanitarian efforts including
relief, development, refugee assistance, environmental protection, population programming, policy advocacy, and education.

7 of 20



X ez e THIS DOCUMENT WAS PRODUCED BY AN OUTSIDE PARTY AND SUBMITTED
Wo7s OBAMA-BIDEN TRANSITION PROJECT 10 THE BEAMACBIBEN TRANSITION PROJEET:

LAl
& 4
o v
O =
TN ;/ &
Ofl» &@
28. Congressional Hunger Center R C
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Relief & Development
29. Episcopal Relief & Development Healing a hurting world

25

12853 - 2008

30. Ethiopian Community Development Council
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Healing the Land and its People

ENFood
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Meeting physical and spiritual needs worldiwide

32. Food for the Hungry
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37. Handicap International
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International Aid
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46. International Center for Research on
Women
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International Housing Coalition

47. International Housing Coalition Housing for All

International
Medical Corps

48. International Medical Corps
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59. Management Sciences for MSH MANAGEMENT SCIENCES for HEALTH

a nonprofit organization strengthening health programs worldwide
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MEDICAL TEAMS

INTERNATIONAL.
60. Medical Teams Internationa Hope is on the way

o
61. Mercy Corps MMe rCyCorps

62. Mercy-USA for Aid and Development

Minnesota
International
Health Volunteers

63. Minnesota International Health Volunteers
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64. National Association of Social Workers Mational Association of Secial Workers
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PATH

A cotalyst for global health

68. PATH
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AR Pathfinder

I I NTERNATIONAL

a global leader in reproductive health

69. Pathfinder International

70. Perkins School for the Blind EEMNSD

PHYSICIANS for PEACE

BUILDING PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL
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Plan

Helping children
72. Plan since 1937,

Population Action

INTERNATIONATL

73. Population Action International
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74. Population Communication

PRoLITERACY

W a ri-dwildae

75. ProLiteracy

REFUGEES @&
INTERNATIONAL

76. Refugees International

77. RELIEF International INTERNATIONAL

78. Save the Children
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79. SEV A Foundation
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83. United States Committee for the United Nations UNITED

80. Solar Cookers Internationa

THE
HUNGER
PROJECT

81. The Hunger Project

trickle¥P

The first steps out of poverty

82. TrickleUp

Development Program STATES

COMMITTEE FOR

unicef &

united states fund

84. US Fund for UNICEF
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VW WINROCK

INTERNATIONAL
85. Winrock International Putting Ideas to Work

86. Women Thrive Worldwide

87. Women's Environment and Development Organization

WORLD COCOA
FOUNDATION

88. World Cocoa Foundation

WORLD CONCERN'

Life « Opportunity « Hope
89. World Concern
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90. World Education WORLD EDUCATION

91. World Learning World Leorning

©
WORLD
NEIGHBORS

92. W0r|d Ne| ghborS Inspiring People - Strengthening Communities
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93. World Wildlife Fund WWF
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