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Seaports Deliver Prosperity

For centuries, seaports have served as a vital economic lifeline by bringing goods and services to
people around the world. Seaports continue to be a critical link for access to the global
marketplace and are doing this in a safe and economically sustainable way. Seaports:

» Deliver the goods and allow for choice

» Create new high-paying jobs and sustain current employment (some of the highest paid
union jobs in the nation)
Serve U.S. consumers and businesses, the U.S. military and U.S. exporters
Are key gateways to cargo imported and exported from the U.S.

Modern Navigable Seaports are Vital to International Trade and Economic Prosperity

» Investing federal, state, local, and private resources into seaport infrastructure —
waterway, highways, rail and terminals — is imperative for meeting exporter, consumer,
and economic demands of the nation

Efficient Movement of Freight Needs to Be a High Priority

e The nation needs a cohesive freight policy to alleviate freight congestion and plan for
future growth expected from increases in international trade
¢ For ports, intermodal connectors and rail crossings are critical to the efficient movement
of the nation's ever-growing volume of trade
o State programs must be encouraged to include ports in their planning process to
identify needs
o States need expertise in freight mobility
Additional federal and state funds are needed for freight mobility
A federal tax credit for rail improvements should be supported
Elevate the Office of Intermodalism back to the Office of the Secretary to provide high
level freight policy expertise within DOT

Encourage Development and Federal Support of Marine Highways

e Short sea shipping can alleviate highway congestion and improve environmental
sustainability

¢ The Maritime Administration should continue to make marine highways and short sea
shipping a priority

* The Harbor Maintenance Tax should be eliminated for cargo moves to provide a federal
incentive for domestic short sea shipping

Support the Marine Transportation System

Continue the Marine Transportation System National Advisory Committee

Continue the Committee on the Marine Transportation System

Serve as a cabinet level advocate for harbor dredging including full use of the Harbor
Maintenance Tax
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Safe and secure seaport facilities J
are fundamental to both protecting
our borders and moving goods
e Seaport security is critical to economic
growth and vitality.

e AAPA and its members are committed to
working closely with federal, state and
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Investing federal, state, local and private
resources into seaports’ infrastructure —
waterways, rail, highways and terminals —
is imperative for meeting both consumer
and economic demands.

AAPA and its members favor policies
which enhance, rather than restrict, free
and open trade in the Western

local government officials, as well as Hemisphere.
private-sector security experts, to enhance
port security.

e AAPA-member seaports are investing Seaports are investing millions of
billions of dollars into security dollars to significantly reduce the
improvements and related expenses to environmental impact on

keep people, goods, equipment and

infrastructure safe and secure.
®

o The Department of Homeland Security’s
Port Security Grants program is vital in
helping to keep U.S. seaports safe, secure
and open for business.

Modern, navigable seaports are vital

to international trade and economic

prosperity

= From your morning coffee to the shoes on
your feet, nearly everything we use comes
through a seaport. Ports also serve as
transit points for millions of cruise
passengers and U.S. military equipment.

e Because of seaports, everyone from
farmers to small business owners to large-
scale manufacturers can compete and
thrive in a global marketplace. In these
uncertain economic times, exports are
more important than ever. More than 1/3 of
America's economic growth in 2007 was
derived from exports.
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communities and natural resources

Seaports are actively working to protect
the environment by mitigating the impacts
of their growth and initiating environmental
enhancement projects.

Seaports are working to control emissions
through retrofitting legacy equipment,
using cleaner fuels, improving operational
efficiency, and purchasing new electric and
battery-powered equipment — on their own
and through EPA’s Diesel Emission
Reduction Act , for which funding should
be increased.

Many seaports have implemented
programs for reducing or eliminating soil
and groundwater contamination from
entering waterways around their facilities
through increased tree planting, soil testing
and filtering stormwater runoff.

AAPA is working to ensure the
establishment of strong international and
national ballast water management
programs to reduce the risk of invasive
species in our navigable waterways.
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Ports Deliver Prosperity

Investing in Public Port Authority Infrastructure is an Investment in America. Public Port
Authorities are poised and ready to undertake economic stimulus projects over the next
two years that would create a quarter million new jobs, many in critically depressed
regions according to a recent survey of AAPA member ports. This includes 153 projects
throughout the nation with a total construction value of $6.7 billion. These needed
infrastructure projects that are "shovel ready” include water-side navigation projects,
environmental improvements and road and rail connectors to ports. In addition to the
creation of about 250,000 new, well paying jobs, these projects also would generate a
significantly increased contribution to the nation's gross domestic product further helping
to improve the nation's economic health.

For years investment in transportation infrastructure necessary for ports to function
efficiently has been too little and too late. Even dedicated tax revenue has been shifted
to other areas. For example, the Harbor Maintenance tax produces annual revenue of
about $1.3 billion which compares to an annual need for dredging of roughly the same
amount. However, under-funding for federal dredging at about $800 million annually has
produced a surplus collection of over $4 billion while federal channels have filled with silt,
According to the Army Corps of Engineers, full authorized depth of federal channels is
available less than 32% of the time for the top 59 U.S. ports that handle over 10 million
tons annually. The channel availability is much less for the smaller regional ports. These
channels are our nation's economic lifeline to world markets and must be maintained.

The American Association of Port Authorities calls upon the President Elect to champion
these needad improvements, make them a reality and get American workers back on the
job of rebuilding our nation's transportation infrastructure.

A list of needed projects identified by AAPA member Public Port Authorities is included in
the attached file,
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