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already amply protected and is neither stressed, endangered, polluted, nor in need of
fixing. We hope you do not wish to take the risk of leaving such a disastrous politico-
historic vilification as the “blue legacy.” You do not wish to have to again, and again.
respond to the promise of ongoing resolute rejection of, and opposition and resistanc:
to the notion of a monument in the Marianas.

We islanders know that we own the waters, perhaps not by political title, but by birt
and birthright and the unalienable natural right to life, liberty and property. These
ave proclaimed universal standards of basic rights in the U.N. Universal Declaratior
of Human Rights, because these are considered essential to the dignity of each
human being, despite the “strategic categorization” of the Marianas. These are thos
rights recognized in the Declaration of Independence as being based on natural law.
a law higher than the authorities cited in your August 25t instructions to vour
Cabinet. Their existence is “self-evident,” given by God, and is “unalienable”;
government is to preserve and protect these natural rights.

In CNMI testimony at the 20t U.S. Coral Reef Initiative Task Force meeting three
weeks ago in Kona, Hawai’i, we said:

A monument Is counter to the successful indigenous cultural strategies
historically demonstrated by the CNMI in concert with its federal partners of
responsible, sustainable use of CNMI natural resources. The said designation would
be an affront to the Pacific islands’ traditional manner of protecting and giving
respect to individual rights when determining matters of importance to the common
good.

We remember being disposed of the area waters first by Spain, then Germany,
followed by Japan, and now America? We beg your consideration so we Pacific Island
Americans might avoid the never forgiven property plight of the Native Americans
and the property infamy of the Japanese Americans. We and they are braided
together in a reappearing common threat. Through your sovereign prerogative,
please make the outcome different this time. We deserve to keep control of these
home-waters and to have our cultures and values protected by the great democratic
country with which we are proudly in political union.

Clear our bafflement. Rather than designating a national marine monument in the
Marianas, recognize the foresight and genius of the CNMI in having included in our
Constitution specific conservation protection of the area you have wished to
designate as a monument. Recognize the perfected paradigm of the Micronesia
Challenge for further conserving and protecting the Marianas marine and terrestrial
resources. Recognize the five thriving Marine Protected Areas already existing
throughout the NMI. Recognize the success we islanders are demonstrating in ocean
conservation as truly being a praiseworthy asset and of value to the international
image of the U.S. in ocean protection. Being the honorable statesman that you are,
please leave these recognitions as your “blue legacy”.
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While you weigh the varied recommendations about a monument designation in the
Marianas, we ask you to honor the people of the NMI by fighting for our rights
through advantageously recognizing and considering the success of our demonstrate:!
marine resources stewardship and protection. Discontinue your quest to designate a
monument in the Marianas; allow us to remain in control. Commit ample federal
resources to enhance further the conservation practices and strategies we espouse 11
the goal of saving the planet. Help us to establish a United States Coast Guard bas
in the NMI. and provide assistance to us for increased enforcement, research and
monitoring activity.

These presidential actions can arise only from a position truly representative of the
1sland, national and international mindset. Make this possible, and in the process
produce one of the world’s largest, most compassionate examples of democracy in
action for this and future generations while protecting the national interest of
effectively managing the marine resources and environmental values of the Nation's
oceans. (tive monumental prestige and honor to the people of the NMI and reject the
proposal to designate a national marine monument in the NMI.

Respectfully yours,

/
yadd MV\— a-ﬁ:& J Tl YO//EW

éa ;[‘ B. Jc\wn ., Director Sy 4n lzﬁgis’omar, Director
stal Reso anagement Office Divisio Pish & Wildlife
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Frank M. Rabauliman, Director

az, President
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CARCLINIAN AFFAIRS OFFICE
DHfice of the Governeor
Cailer Box 16007, Saipan, MP 96950
Tel. 234-6385 * Fax, 235-508§
Email Address: adimincao@@saipan.com

The Carolinian Affuirs Office (CAQ) is constitutionally mandated to advocate matters that benefit persons of CNMT Carolinian descens. It is clutrged
to uphold the constitutional rights of persons of CNMI Carolinian descent in madters velating to government services or areas affecting thes.

September 17, 2008

Honorable George W. Bush, President
United States of America

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20500

Attention:  James L. Connaughton
Chairman, Couricil on Environmental Quality

Dear President Bush:

The Carolinian and Chamorro people or more refer to as CNMI Descents have
recognized among themselves as holding native title rights to Lands situated in
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, including rights over the
sea, which co-exist alonigside the rights for commercial and recreational fishers .
These determinations’ of traditional rights have been handed down from
generations to generations.

The CNMI Descents, represented through their own effort in Jocal sovereignty to
diligently scheme enactment of the Marine Sovereignty Act of 1980 or CNMI
Public Law 2-7, first lodged their claim on Marine boundaries in December 11,
1980. These include the rights to hunt, fish, gather and use resources within the
area for personal, domestic or non-commercial exchange or communal
consumption for the purposes allowed by and under their traditional beliefs and
customs.

Furthermore, the CNMI Descent have been enjoying their traditional fishing
conservation practices in co-existence of the MAGNUSON-STEVENS FISHERY
CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT ACT which became ideally a stepping
stone as an inclusion of recognizing the traditional CNMI Descents claims that all
Pacific Insular Areas contain unigue historical, cultural, legal, political, and
geographical circumstances which make fisheries resources important in
sustaining their economic growth and the Informal Composite Negotiating Text of
the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (ICNT).
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The ICNT provides that the rights recognized or established therein to the
resources of a territory such as the Commonweaith shall be vested in the
inhabitants of that territory, to be exercised for their own benefit and in
accordance with their own needs and requirements. Moreover, these mandates
do not encroach on nor violates the CNMi Descent rights but allow provisions
such as to preserve and protect the traditional rights and interests of the people
of the Northern Martana tsfands in the surrounding sea and the resources
thereof, In addition, it ensures the continued availability of such resources for
future generations by establishing jurisdiction over such resources.

With that said the CNMI Descents practices' traditional values of the surrounding
water, lands, and each variety of living species. These values are of significant
traditional respect for protection and preservation of the marine and land
environment, including prevention of pollution from outside the zone which
threatens or risk to harm these resources.

The CNMI Descents have relied heavily on traditional seasonal hunting of fishes
and other native species, which have passed down from our forefathers as way
of conservation practices and curbing exploitation on the ecological
surroundings.

In essence we, the Undersigned members of the Carolinian Affairs Office
Advisory Committee invite you to have a round table discussion with our
Paramount High Chief Governor Benigno R. Fitial on the issues surrounding our
traditional rights to the resources found in our oceans and lands through a mutual
consent as stipulated in the Covenant ([ref: 48 U.8.C. § 1801] To Establish a
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in Political Union with the United
States of America) that the Covenant is not a unilateral enactment by the
U.S. Congress. It is not an organic act, which Congress may unilaterally
change at its pleasure. Because the Covenant is a binding bilateral
agreement between the U.S. and the people of the NMJ, neither party may
unilaterally amend Covenant's fundamentals’ provisions without the
consent of the other. To do so would constitute a material breach of the
Covenant.

Concurred By

Mei\/iri Faisao, C@nan CAO Advisory Committee

' Memzper mo, Member

Fra{nk M. Rabauliman, Member

=

Feficidad T. Ogugforo, Member
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Vincent R'M. Rabauliman, Member Patricia O. Rabautiman, Member
R Y N AT AAAA
Vivian W. Odoshi, Member Rosa L. Ayuyd, Memriber
Victoria S. Magofna, Member Henry K. Magofna, Member
Rosa T. Castro, Member Catherine P. Anderson, Member

Felix R. Fitial, Member

oc Hon, Benigno R. Fitial, Governor, CNMI
Mr. Allen T. Tom, Director Pacific Islands Region Program
Attachments (Petitioners Against any monument establishment)
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CARQLINIAN ATFAIRS ADVISORY COMMITIEE RESOLUTION N, 480

A RESOLUTION

To assert thar we (CNMI Descent) are the rightful owner of lands and
acean resources established throughout this great Commonwealth as
provided in any CNMI laws and recognized and guaranteed in creation of
the Covenant as codified in 48 US.C. § 180! and that the issues o
traditional rights and belief should not be viewed as a comprehensive list
but vather as points to facilitate further discussion and identification of any
other issues that may be of concerns 1o native indigenous (CNMI Descent).

WHEREAS, RECALLING that CNMI people have owned the lands and ocean
on which conservation and monument designation are to be located on since i
immemorial and continue to so own; and

WHEREAS, RECOGNIZING that since the federal government is pursuing i3
intent on creation 61" monument designation without recognition of the native Indigenoux
title (CNMI Descent) is an un-remedied appropriation of NM! Descent traditional land
and ocean ownership rights; and

WHEREAS, NOTING that the Honorable President George Bush desires to
reform existing arrangements for accommodating conservation and to leave un
environmental legacy in the White House with limited consultative discussion on jusi .
compensation and access for the CNMI Descent rights and ownership of land including -
the ocean is a breach on the Covenant, which is an agreement entered into between the
United States government and the government and people of the Northem Marisn

Islands. The parties entered into agreement as two separate but equal sovereign entiy,

and

WHEREAS, the Federal Government has proposed the Marianas “Prench
Monument encompassing 115,000 square miles of surrounding waters of the three
northernmost-islands, [ Asuncion (Sengschool), Maug (Longeiraw). Uracas (Schughppub:
and

WHEREAS, CALLING on the US Federal Government to recognize. u:

negotiation, the position of CNMI Descent traditional rights as land and ocean owners and
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CAROLINIAN AFFAIR ADVISORY COMMITTER RESGLUTION No, {003 - (5 -

parties of equal siatus rather than refegating Commonwealith people (ONMI Desc

the position cf 'stakeholders’ or ‘interest groups' and the imperative for a dasiby
commitment by Honorable President George Bush or the US Federat Government t
engaging CNM Descent or Commonwealih people on this basis: and

WHEREAS, we (CNMI Carolinian Descents) call on the US Federal Governmeie
to implement a fair and equitable process including a mutually reasonable timetable
enable adequate CNMI Descent wide approval of new policy for Indigenous (UNB.
Descent} rights in, and ownership of, land and ocean and to provide adequate resour
for the process; and

WHEREAS, in negotiating a fair process the CNMIL Descent calls’ on the
Federal Government to recognize and fulfill obligations on the traditional right
indigenous (CNMI Déscent) people and the environment; and

WHEREAS, the US Federal Government must recognize and accent (N
Descent ownership of Jands and ocean including all cultural and intellectual propertics
throughout CNMI lands and ocean boundaries established in CNMI Public Law 2.7, ‘o
enable the development of a CNMI Descent conservation management control of fands
and ocean: and

WHEREAS, those identified areas by the US Federal Govermment in the
Commonwealth for the sole purpose of monument designation, protected conservation
areas, and for others purposes that the CNMI Government and the US TFederal
Government may establish agreement on in the future will not diminish or extinguish any
rights of CNMI Descent ownership, nor prevent the exercise of such rights; and

WHEREAS, that where identified indigenous (CNMI Descent) negotiations hav:
determined that Commonwealth land and or ocean is to be used for conservation areas
or monument designation purposes or for other purposes, the US Federal Government wili
compensate CNMI Descent owners for the loss of full use and enjoyment of indigenos
{CNMI Descent) ownership and siewardship on land and ocean in the form of #
negotiated annual rental paviment or package in the amount not less than its fair mark:
value but not in form of grant assistance or technical assistance agreements; and

WHEREAS, the people of the Mariana Islands currently have total and i

Page 2
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CAROGLINIAN AFFAIR ADVISORY COMMETTER RESOLUTION MO, 4OU% - Lv

aceess 1o the entive NMorthern Mariana Islands Bxclusive Economis Zone and shoukd v

Federal Government inplements the designation of a naticonal marine monunwmi suei,
action would greatly restrict the people of the Marianas Islands from entering the ancestad
waters that have been culturally accessible without restriction for thousand of vears; and

WHEREAS, th'e local and traditional care of Mother-Ocean in the NMI. as
provided in the Covenant, was officially transferred from the Government of the Truse
Territory of the Pacific Islands and returned to Northern Mariana Island people; and

WHEREAS, we the people of this great Commonwealth have proven and
continue to demonstrare as worthy stewards and owners of NMI land, water and culrue:!
resources; and

WHEREAS, the Carolinian Affairs Advisory Committee strongly opposes anv

form of transfer of resource management authority over Northern Mariana Tslhnds -

Ocean/Sea {water) to the National Marine Sanctuary Program or other federal agencic-
than the present arrangement governed by the Magnuson --Stevenson Act involving the
National Marine Fisheries Service and the Western Pacific Regional Fisheries Management
Couneil; and

WHEREAS, it is the intention of this resolution to support the- Paramount High
Chief Governor Benigno R, Fitial and the residents of the Commaonwealth in their Strony
objection 1o the designation of any national marine monument within the Norther:
Mariana Islands water; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Carolinian Advisory
Committee, that the Carolinian Affairs Advisory Committee presents a unitary strong
opposition of monument designation. identified protected or conservation areas and other
purposes on lands and in the ocean within the Commonwealth without consultari
process beiween the CNMI Government and the US Federal Government for mutua:
consent is a breached on the Covenant: and

BE IT RESOLVED, that our ocean provides greatest opportunities for ecoroimic
development and such the CNMI Descent as Pacific Island communities immemorial to
time have recognized that we inhibit the islands scattered throughout this ocean in the

Commonwealth which some of the most inspiring migration in hurman history have tshen

Page 3
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CAROLINIAN AFFAIR ADVISORY COMMITTEE RESOLUTION No, 2008 -G

Dl&C(: over thousands of years: and .

BE I'T FURTHER RESOLVEID, that the oceanisea has been the major influcne:
in the history of Pacific Island communities which includes the UNMI Descents:
{Carolinian and Chamorro) throughout this CNMI region on customary association with
the sea forms the basis of present day social structures, livelihoods and tenure systems i
traditional systems of stewardship and ownership rights on governing its use; and

BE [T FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is the position of the Carolinian Affaire
Advisory Commitiee Members that every national marine proposal for the Mariana Island- ;
{(Commonwealth) be rejected in its entirety: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman shall certify, and the
Executive Assistant of the Carolinian Affairs Office shall attest 1o the adoption of thi
Resolution and thereafter transmit certified copies to, the Honorable Benigno R. Fitial,
Governor of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands: the Honorable James L.,
Connaughton. Chairman Council on Environmental Quality; the Honorable Juan 8.
Tudela, Mayor of Saipan: the Honorable Arnold 1. Palacios, Speaker of the House: the
Honorable Pete P. Reyes, Senate President:

AND NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, We (the undersigned parties;:}
acknowledges the affirmation of this resolution and its contents and exercises to effectuate

adoption and passage of this resolution.

Date: lo AO-200%

.

/David R. Omar
¢P £

I > Lt VI 7 WALy
. ' (14:/ 3 M, Flamem

“armelita M. Rabauh@lao Is: o k. Se I
Tl fmj }ﬁ

Vivian W, ()dosht Yincerk M ‘Rabauhman :
Patncta O. Rabauliman Rosa L. Aylyu {J
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Emj\ﬁueﬂ(m@oﬁ:a (Henry)

Rosa T. Castro

Felix R. Fitial
Atiest for the Adoption of this resolution by:

A wtate

"

r

Certified By

H

Catherine P, Anderson

/ T
%%,4/ %% ‘Qoi'&} "
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» Chaitman CAO Advisory Committee
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}
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Saipan
Man Amko Council Resolution

WHEREAS, on 15 June 2006. President George W. Bush under the authority of the Antiquities
Act of 1906, unilaterally made the decision to designate the North west Hawaiian Island National

Marine Monument, a decision that bypassed the fair and equitable approach required by the
National Marine Sanctuaries Act: and

WHLERLAS, President George W. Bush is now proposing to create an additional large occanic
marine protected monument in the Northern Mariana Islands prior 1o his leaving office in
January 2009; and

WHEREAS, determination of the proposed marine monument boundaries and the “no-take”
management approach being advocated might neither be based on the scientific method nor on

the traditional sustainable use approach of conserving natural resources practiced by Pacific
[slanders; and

WHERLEAS, the Antiquities Act grants unilateral authority to the President of the United States
to designate any federa! lands as a National Monument; and

WHEREAS, the concerns raised by the indigenous people of the Northern Mariana Islands
include but are not limited to: permanent federal prohibitions associated with the Antiquities Act,
additional resource use restrictions associated with the new management authority — the Nationa
Marine Sanctuary Program; a complete ban on commercial and recreational fishing within

monument waters, 4 complete ban on all forms of oil, gas and mineral extraction activities within
monument waters; and

WHEREAS, the people of the Mariana Islands presently have total and frec access to the entire
Northern Marianas Exclusive Economic Zone, and designation of a national marine monument

would greatly restrict anyone who wishes to enter the ancestral waters that have been culturally
accessible without restriction for thousands of years; and

WHEREAS, numerous correspondence from NMI elected representatives opposing a national
marine monument for the Marianas Islands have been sent to the Pew Environment Group and
President George W. Bush including;

1. Letter from CNMI Governor Benigno Fitial to Mr. Jay Nelson (Pew Charitabic
Trusts), dated 19 March 2008;

2. Letter from Governor Benigno Fitial to President George W. Bush, dated 29 April
2008,

3. Joint CNMI Secnate/I{ouse Resolution No. 16-04, dated April 2008 (included in
Governor Benigno Fitial's letter to President George W. Bush);

4. Letter from Tinian Mayor Jose P. San Nicolas to President George W. Bush, dated 12
June 2008; -
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5. Letter from Saipan Mayor Juan B. Tudela to President George W. Bush, dated 9 June
2008;

6. Letter from Rota Mayor Joseph S. Inos to President George W. Bush, dated 15 July
2008;

7. Letter from Northern Islands Mayor Valentin I. Taisakan to President George W.
Bush, dated 6 June 2008;

8. Letter from CNMI House Speaker Arnold 1. Palacios and Senate President Pete P.
Reves to President George W. Bush, dated 6 August 2008,

9. Joint CNMI House/Senate Resolution No.16-13, dated 10 September 2008; and

MHEREAS. the Manamko Council supports Governor Benigno R. Fitial, Mayor Valentin 1.
I'aisakan, Mayor Juan B. Tudela, Mayor Jose P. San Nicolas, Mayor Joseph S. Inos, the 16"
_NMI Legislature, and residents of the Northern Mariana Islands in their strong opposition to
lie designation of any national marine monument within CNMI waters; and

WHEREAS, the manamko Council strongly opposes any form of transfer of resource
management authority over Northern Mariana waters to the National Marine Sanctuary Program
or tederal agencies other than the present arrangement governed by the Magnuson-Stevens Act
involving the National Marine Fisheries Service and the Western Pacific Regional Fisheries
Management Couneil;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that it is the position of the Northern Mariana Islands

Manamko Council that every national marine monument proposal for the Mariana Islands be
jected in their entirety.

e efohen. 20, 200§

(ore D Do

I-ancisco Reyes, Chairman Zarmen O. Taitano, Vice Chairperson -

L Sl Forloie

Ana T. Nakatsukasa, Treasurer Teresita Sorroza, Secretary

Mury Allan Conrad, Member Siyau ﬁi Member

‘iila Garin, Member ) Christy Michael, Member
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September 3, 2008
Editorial

Mr. Bush’s Blue Legacy

President Bush may be on the brink of doing something stunningly at odds with his record as one of
the worst environmental stewards ever to inhabit the White House. He is considering setting aside
three vast, remote corners of the Pacific Ocean for protection, an area larger than Alaska and Texas
combined.

In a memo last month, Mr. Bush directed his administration to develop a plan for creating sanctuaries
in the waters around the Northern Mariana Islands, including the Mariana Trench, the world’s deepest;
Rose Atoll in American Samoa; and parts of a long, sprawling collection of reefs and atolls known as
the Line Islands. '

The waters are as isolated and pristine as any part of the globe can be these days, home to countless
species of fish and plants, rare turtles and seabirds and glorious reefs. The Mariana Trench is a
staggering place; it could swallow Everest. The islands are mostly coral flyspecks, but if the waters
around them are protected to the fullest extent possible — to the 200-mile territorial limit — the
sanctuaries would total nearly 900,000 square miles. That is bigger than all of Mexico.

Mr. Bush has done something nearly as spectacular once before. In June 2006, he created the
Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument in the Northwest Hawaiian Islands. Over the
strident objections of some commercial-fishing interests, Mr. Bush created a no-fishing sanctuary
covering 140,000 square miles, an area larger than all of the country’s national parks combined.

Mr. Bush used the Antiquities Act of 1906, a little-known statute that allows presidents, by execulive
order, to protect public lands by designating them as national monuments.

His decision won wide praise, except from the Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management
Council, known as Wespac, one of eight federal agencies assigned to protect fish and fishing in
United States waters. Wespac is notorious among environmental groups as a chronic enabler of
reckless commercial fishing.

Wespac’s executive director, Kitty Simonds, is condemning this new idea as punishment of the
“pbrown and yellow people” of American Samoa and the Northern Marianas. In fact, her agency’s
customary attitude — fish here, fish now — ignores the strong local support across the Pacific for
farsighted stewardship of imperiled oceans, a resource that belongs to future generations as much as it
does to all of us. '

1of3 11/8/2008 1:09
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Mr. Bush’s proposal could shrink in scale as details are hammered out and compromises made. He has
the power to make the sanctuaries absolute no-fishing, no-mining zones — the best option. His memo
also left open the possibility of allowing some fishing and mineral extraction in the sanctuaries. We
hope he resists the forces of exploitation, and closes as much as possible of those stretches of the vast
blue Pacific to human meddling.

That would be an achievement for the ages. All we can say is: Go for it, Mr. President.
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Op-Ed Piece for the New York Times

By Kitty M. Simonds
Executive Director
Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council

The Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council is not alone in questioning
the wisdom of a proposed marine national monument for the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI). However, non-profit environmental groups and news
media framing the dialog on this issue choose to focus on the Council and ignore the
opposition clearly voiced by the CNMI governor, legislature and mayors for each of the
commonwealth’s four island municipalities along with other elected leaders and
residents—as well as growing community skepticism toward other monument schemes in
the Pacific.

What may be considered a “blue legacy” for a retiring President could result in fatal
hardships for remote Pacific island residents who have depended on the ocean’s resources
for thousands of years. It threatens to close off large areas of the Pacific to indigenous
islanders who rely on the ocean for their food, economic survival and cultural identity. It
also raises questions about the continuing invasion on these remote people and their right
to self-determination.

The New York Times (NYT) in its September 3 editorial “Mr. Bush’s Blue Legacy”
portrayed the Council and its executive director as nay-saying irritants to the President’s
marine monument plans in the Pacific islands past and present. The Council, one of eight
federally-constituted regional ocean policy-making agencies, is painted as standing alone
in questioning Bush’s plan for the CNMI and as the lone resister to his action in
unilaterally designating the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (NWHI) Monument.

In fact, the Council does not oppose the NWHI Monument. In its congratulatory letter to
the President on the monument, the Council said it was pleased that he recognized the
importance of the NWHI to the people of Hawaii and the United States and reiterated that
environmental protection and responsible fisheries management activities can co-exist.
The Council continues to believe that fishing by native Hawaiians for sustenance and by
the few existing federal and state licensed fishermen in the NWHI is compatible with the
monument goals and should be allowed.

Outside the fishing community, publicly vocal resistance to the NWHI Monument has
arisen from Hawaiian groups and environmentalists who have found that military and
other federal activities are allowed with little to no restrictions.

The Council does not deserve the environmental tarring of being labeled as “a chronic
enabler of reckless commercial fishing” as characterized in the NYT editorial. Quite the
opposite, it has played a lead role for more than 30 years in regulating fishing and other
extractive activities that threaten ocean resources. It enacted seasonal closures for certain
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species and area closures for others. It developed the first no-take marine reserves in the
NWHI in 1980s. It pioneered the satellite tracking system for fisheries known as VMS
that enables fishery managers throughout the world to enforce closures. It was ainong the
first to eliminate drift gill nets, bottom trawling and other destructive and non-selective
fishing practices and to establish quota-based fisheries. It has also implemented
successful measures to minimize fishery interactions with seabirds and sea turtles and has
exported these technologies globally.

Only two of the Council’s 16 members are connected with commercial fishing. The other
members represent recreational and subsistence fishers, the environmental community, a
variety of water-related occupations, and several federal and local marine and wildlife
management agencies. Decision-making is by consensus and based upon science,
includes public input from well-advertised public hearings and is reviewed by federal
government lawyers. As mandated by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act, the Council works within the Commerce Department and alongside
NOAA Fisheries. It does not operate as some kind of free-floating rogue agency isolated
from federal accountability.

On the other hand, the Pew Charitable Trusts, a global non-profit, is internet-active and
conspicuous in its aggressive public relations campaigns to mobilize support for the
monument movement. The Pew also has been open in its criticism of the Regional
Fishery Management Council system, urging others to work against or around the
Councils. It has focused especially on the Western Pacific Council and its executive
director, spending millions of dollars on its disinformation campaign. The relationship
between the Pew Charitable Trusts and the Pew Oceans Commission, which is a part of
the President’s ocean management advisory team, is not clear. But the weight of Pew as a
major player in Pacific Ocean policy is beyond doubt.

The Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council is mandated by the
Magnuson-Stevens Act to consider the consequences of ocean policy decisions on the
indigenous populations in Hawaii, Guam, CNMI or American Samoa. The threatened
loss of fishing rights through the closing of an ocean area zoned for monument
designation is a legitimate Council concern. It also ought to concern others with more
power, resources and influence to ensure that federal policy is used to help, not hurt,
these indigenous populations.



