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Fatalities are not measurably decreasing.

With commercial motor vehicle (CMV) rraffic projected to increase significantly over the next
five to ten years, increases in education, compliance and enforcement efforts are needed to reduce
crashes and fatalities from their existing levels and, overail funding levels and programmatic
flexibility must be increased significantly for states to make the necessary level of effort to
achieve reductions.

FMCSA needs to act more like a safety agency than an enforcement agency.

FMCSA expends too many resources on “basic* compliance and enforcement activities. The
states are much better positioned and have the infrastructure to conduct these activities.
FMCSA should primarily serve in a support role to the states with respect to enforcement
activities and focus their efforts on research, technology evaluation/testing, data analysis,
software and information systems development/support, crash evaluation/causation,
rulemakings, and education, outreach and awareness activities. When FMCSA does conduct
compliance/enforcement activities, it should be for high-profile situations and the enforcement
actions that result should be significant (i.e. not a $3,000 fine).

The state grant process is cumbersome and does not provide flexibility for states to address
their needs effectively.

Under the existing state grant structure, states cannot shift funds between various programs to
best meet their motor carrier safety needs. Because of differing schedules and application
processes, too much time is required to apply for and administer the seven existing categorical
state grant programs and the timeframe for the use of grant money is too short. There is a need to
consolidate and reconfigure both the existing takedowns of the MCSAP and the remaining six
state grant programs.

Regulatory approach is not well coordinated or structured, is not very transparent and
takes too long.

BY FMCSA'’s own admission, regulations take 2 years on average to complete once they have
been published in the Federal Register. This is unacceptable. In addition, prior to initiating a
rulemaking action and the APA requirements kicking in, rarely does FMCSA consult with
affected parties to any measure of detail. We believe this lack of transparency and consultation
has a negative impact on the time and quality of their rulemaking products.

DOT’s understanding of the mgtor carrier industry and emphasis on its safety, efficiency
and economic importance is woefully inadequate.

The motor carrier industry represents 8 percent of the VMT and 12 percent of the fatalities on
our roadways. Yet the attention and resources made available to deal with issues does not reflect
its importance to highway safety and the economy. Activities, responsibilities and accountability
on issues related to truck and bus safety and efficiency reside in at least 5 separate agencies
within DOT—FMCSA, FHWA, NHTSA, PHMSA, RITA , 6 if you include FTA for transit
buses—and are not well coordinated. As an example of the problem, the industry demographic
dara contained in FMCSA’s Motor Carrier Management Information System (MCMIS) is widely
known to be inaccurate, yet this system is a fundamental underpinning of the entire motor
carrier safety and enforcement regime. [t MUST be fixed.



