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Petersen, Doug (AGR) [Doug.Petersen@state.ma.us]

Some thoughts regarding emphasis we’d like to see in agricultural policy:

1. States such as Massachusetts which are densely populated do not qualify for certain
grants because communities in which many of its farms are located do not fit USDA’s
definition of “rural”

Farms that look and act like any other farm but are located in or nearby
densely populated cities or suburbs, should not be treated discriminately.

2. Previous administration saw agricultural operations on less than 20 acres as “hobby
farms.” One third of all farms in New England are 20 acres or less. There needs to be an
emphasis on building and preserving the small family farm. The economic and
environmental benefits of these operations are enormous. The “buy local” phenomenon is
fed by these very farms.

3. USDA certifies animal wholesale breeding operations. There needs to be greater
oversight of these operations. The Minnesota horror show which gained national attention
is just the tip of the iceberg. Furthermore, USDA needs to stop ignoring internet sales of
animals. These pose an increasing risk to animals and purchasers of these animals.

4.  Massachusetts is suffering with an invasion of Asian Longhorn Beetle. The breadth
and scope of its eradication are staggering. USDA has been patient but periodically prods
the state to match federal funds. Increased inspection of palettes that come in from China
is needed. Financial support from USDA to handle these massive outbreaks is essential.

5. Exports are a growing market for many states. Preservation of MAP funding is
critical for the further development of this business.

6. States are concerned that the newly expanded specialty crop grant funds are in
jeopardy because there is unhappiness in the way some states are spending this money.
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States need clear guidelines so that there is no question as to the value of this program to
our farmers.



