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1501 M Street, N.W.  Suite 700  Washington, D.C.  20005 
 

 
December 15, 2008  
 
RE: Investment in Disability and Rehabilitation Research as Part of Stimulus Package   
 
Dear President-Elect Obama:  
 
Knowing of your commitment to enabling and empowering individuals with disabilities to live, 
function, and work in the mainstream of American society, the undersigned members of the 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research Coalition (“DRRC”) urge you to include in the stimulus 
package substantial increased investment in disability and rehabilitation research, including 
knowledge translation, across a number of federal agencies.  
 
DRRC is a coalition of national non-profit organizations committed to improving the science of 
rehabilitation and disability. The DRRC seeks to maximize the return on the federal investment in 
disability and rehabilitation research with the goal of improving the ability of Americans with 
disabilities to contribute to the health and economic well-being of our nation.  
 
The recent IOM studies on disability acknowledge that disability and rehabilitation research 
programs across federal agencies have been chronically underfunded for many years, especially 
considering the magnitude of the need for rehabilitation and disability services.  Funding for 
rehabilitation and disability research is not in line with the current, and particularly, the future 
projected impact of disability on individuals, families, and American society.  For example, 
Enabling America: Assessing the Role of Rehabilitation Science and Engineering, the 1997 IOM 
report on disability bluntly stated that the combined federal research effort was not adequate to 
address the needs of people with disabilities and that more funding would be required to expand 
research to meet these needs. According to the 2007 IOM report on disability, despite modest 
increases in funding, the situation essentially remains the same today.  
 
As part of a stimulus package, we urge you to support significant increases for the various agencies 
within the federal government conducting disability and rehabilitation research and/or knowledge 
translation of that research, including the: 
 

• National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIIDRR); 
• National Center for Medical Rehabilitation Research (NCMRR) at NIH; 
• Other institutes and centers at NIH that conduct and support such research; 
• Rehabilitation Research and Development Service in the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
• National Science Foundation;  
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention;  
• Center for Mental Health Services in the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration; and  
• Other components of the Department of Health and Human Services, such as the Agency for 

Healthcare Research and Quality.  



 
Disability and rehabilitation researchers are in a position to continue research projects already in 
progress as well as to expand and improve research projects that have been proposed, but not yet 
funded. Funding increases for disability and rehabilitation research will thereby preserve and create 
new skilled jobs throughout our nation and at the same time enhance the independence, functioning 
and economic self-sufficiency of persons with disabilities and chronic conditions.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Peter Thomas [phone 202.466.6550; email 
Peter.Thomas@ppsv.com] or Bobby Silverstein [phone 202.466.6550; email 
Bobby.Silverstein@ppsv.com] 
 
Sincerely,  
 

ARA Research Institute 

American Academy of Orthotists and Prosthetists 

American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

American Association of People with Disabilities 

American Association of Spinal Cord Injury Psychologists and Social Workers 

American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine 

American Medical Rehabilitation Providers Association 

American Music Therapy Association 

American Physical Therapy Association  

American Therapeutic Recreation Association  

Association of Academic Physiatrists  

Association of Rehabilitation Nurses  

Brain Injury Association of America  

National Association for the Advancement of Orthotics and Prosthetics  

National Association of State Head Injury Administrators  

Paralyzed Veterans of America  

United Spinal Association  


