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Legal & Corporate Affairs

Microsoft Supports Basic Research

e Microsoft is committed to basic research to enable scientists to be innovators and continually
advance the art of computer science.

e Microsoft supports full funding for America COMPETES in any effort to continue to increase
funding for basic research.

Breakthroughs large and small need talented scientists with resources to look for gaps in current
technology and seek out ways in which to fill them. Microsoft demonstrates its commitment to ongoing
technology development through significant financial support, with as much as 17 percent of total
annual revenues earmarked for Research and Development. Unlike other companies where research
projects must be funded by individual product groups, Microsoft funds research at the corporate level
and the direct results of that investment are clear. Microsoft’s commitment to basic research spans
much of the history of the company and touches virtually every product, with over 700 researchers in
five labs on three continents.

Microsoft researchers help to improve people’s lives by enabling them to use technology to do more
things in more places throughout their lives. Microsoft researchers work across more than 55 disciplines
in over 20 areas, including security and cryptography, graphics, mobility and wireless, next generation
user interfaces, social interaction and collaboration, and adaptive technologies, to name only a few.
Within each of these areas, Microsoft researchers look five to 10 years beyond current product-
development cycles to identify and invent key technologies that will shape how people will use
computers in the future. They collaborate with the entire research community to advance the state of
the art and build relationships with key universities worldwide to enhance teaching and learning
experiences, inspire technological innovation, and strengthen computer science and engineering
education.

Federal government support for basic research is fundamental to advancing innovation across the
entire research community. Innovation and development flow from basic research, and from the
important role that our national scientific institutions play. The America COMPETES Act set forth a
roadmap to ensure adequate funding and support for key basic research within our nation’s leading
scientific institutions, including the National Science Foundation, the National Institute for Standards
and Technology, and the Department of Energy’s Office of Science. Unfortunately, to date the America
COMPETES Act has not been fully funded.

e Funding America COMPETES at its full levels is critical to ensuring that we continue to advance
our nation’s interests in science and innovation.

e American companies need talented math and science students in order to remain competitive in
the global marketplace.

e Basicresearch is fundamental to the success of the future economy; basic research and
technology transfer capabilities enable applied researchers to productize many important
advances.
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e Government funding of basic research increases the collaboration community dramatically,
improving the ideas and talent flowing between academia, government, and the private sector.
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