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What is the AAFP?
The American Academy of Family Physicians is the medical specialty society representing more
than 93,300 family physicians and medical students around the nation.

What do family physicians do?

In the increasingly fragmented world of US health care, one thing remains constant: family
physicians who are dedicated to treating the whole person. These residency-trained, primary
care specialists treat babies with ear infections, adolescents who are obese, adults with
depression and seniors with multiple, chronic illnesses. And because of their focus on
prevention, primary care and overall care coordination, they are able to treat ililnesses early and,
when necessary, refer their patients to the right specialist and advocate for them in our complex
health care system.

How are family physicians educated and trained?

After medical school, family physicians complete a three-year residency program that includes
training in pediatrics, obstetrics and gynecology, internal medicine, psychiatry and neurology,
surgery and community medicine. As members of the AAFP, family physicians are required to
complete 150 credits of continuing medical education every three years to ensure they remain
educated in the most up-to-date medical technologies, research and techniques.

How many Americans see a family physician?

Family physicians treat one out of every four patients in the U.S. In fact, more than 215 million
office visits are made to family physicians each year. This is 59 million more than any other
medical specialty.

How do family physicians affect the U.S. health care system?

More Americans depend on family physicians than on any other medical specialty. Specifically,
family physicians are the main source of primary health care for the Medicare population. Sixty
percent of people aged 65 and older identify a family doctor as their usual source of health care.
Rural and Hispanic seniors are more likely to identify a family physician as their source of health
care.

In addition, nearly one-half of the physicians who staff the nation’s Community Health Centers
are family physicians. And, since 1971, the National Health Service Corps has placed more
than 18,000 health care providers in underserved areas — and almost half of the doctors were
family physicians.

Which issues in Congress affect family doctors?
As the only medical specialty society devoted entirely to primary care, the AAFP is engaged in
virtually all health care issues, including health care coverage, Medicare, Medicaid and SCHIP,
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health information technology, funding for family medicine training, graduate medical education,
the affordability, availability and safety of prescription drugs, primary care research, medical
liability reform and issues such as genetics, bioterrorism preparedness and ethnic and regional
disparities in health care.

How is the Academy seeking to improve America’s health care system?

The AAFP always has been at the forefront in improving the health care system. Recently, the
Academy came together with other national medical groups behind a proven model in health
care delivery: the Patient-Centered Medical Home (PC-MH). In this new model, the traditional
doctor’s office is transformed into the central point for Americans to organize and coordinate
their health care, based on their needs and priorities.

At its core is an ongoing partnership between each person and a specially-trained primary care
physician. This new model provides modem conveniences, like email communication and
same-day appointments; quality ratings and pricing information; and secure online tools to help
consumers manage their health information, review the latest medical findings and make
informed decisions. Consumers receive reminders about necessary appointments and
screenings, as well as other support to help them and their families manage chronic conditions
such as diabetes or heart disease.

The primary care physician helps each person assemble a team when he or she needs
specialists and other health care providers such as nutritionists and physical trainers. The
consumer decides who is on his or her team and the primary care physician makes sure they
are working together to meet all of the patient's needs in an integrated, “whole person” fashion.

In 2004, the Academy authorized the establishment of FamMedPAC a federal Political Action
Committee, which is governed by a Board of Directors made up of AAFP members and
administered by the AAFP’s govemment relations division.

Government Relations Division - Contacts
Under the direction of Rosemarie Sweeney, Vice President for Public Policy and Practice
Support (rsweeney@aafp.org), the Government Relations division's contacts for legislative

matters are:

Kevin J. Burke (Director) kburke@aafp.org
Susan Hildebrandt (Assistant Director) shildebrandt@aafp.org
Jerome Connolly (Sr. Gov't. Relations Representative) iconnolly@aafp.orq
Teresa Baker (Gov't Relations Representative) tbaker@aafp.org

Mark Cribben (FamMedPAC Director) mcribben@aafp.org
Diana Ewert (Sr. Manager of State Gov't Relations) dewert@aafp.org
Gregory Martin (State Gov't Relations Analyst) gmartin@aafp.org

Erica Fischer (Grassroots Advocacy Specialist) efischer@aafp.org




