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federal policies

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

ISSUE: OFFICE OF LGBT HEALTH

POLICY DESCRIPTION: Currently there is no office in HHS that oversees or ensures LGBT inclusion
in various HHS programs and departments. Due to historic social and legal discrimination, the health of

the LGBT population has not received sufficient attention from our nation’s leaders.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGE: We ask that HHS immediately remedy this situation by
creating an HHS Office of LGBT Health. This office should have coordinating and policy development
powers and should be in the Office of the Secretary or the Assistant Secretary of Health. It should not be
subsumed under the Office of HIV/AIDS as the LGBT community suffers multiple health disparities, not
only an uneven impact from the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

PROCESS FOR MAKES CHANGES: This change can be implemented by the Administration creating

such an office. This is a power completely within the purview of the Administration.
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