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TITLE III- INTEGRATING AND BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES 
 
Sec 301. National Office for New American Integration 

• Establishes the National Office for New American Integration within the Office of 
Vocational and Adult Education in the Department of Education as the federal 
office responsible for establishing national goals for immigrant integration, assessing 
federal policies that bear on integration, serving as a liaison with state and local 
governments that establish integration councils and providing research on current 
and future demand for federal English acquisition programs and services. 

 
Sec 302. Competitive State Grant Program 

• Authorizes the National Office of New American Integration to make available 
grants to states to form State New American Councils for a period of 5 years. 

• Authorizes the National Office of New American Integration to provide grants to 
municipalities where the state has not applied for a grant. 

• Requires grant applicants to provide assurances that State New American Councils 
will include all of the required stakeholders, the number of immigrants in the state, a 
description of the challenges immigrants face in effectively integrating into the state 
and local communities, and any other requirements deemed necessary by the 
Secretary. 

• Authorizes the Secretary to establish guidelines for when state governments that are 
already engaged in integration activities may apply for a waiver and directly seek 
grant funds. 

 
Sec 303. Integration Councils 

• Establishes that State and Local New American Councils must consist of not less 
than 10 and not more than 15 individuals from the state from the following sectors: 
business, faith-based organizations, civic organizations, philanthropic leaders, non-
profit organizations with experience working with immigrant communities, 
education organizations and representatives of state adult education offices. 

 
Sec 304. Authorized Activities for State Grants 

• Requires State New American Council to engage in the following activities: develop a 
comprehensive integration plan, convene quarterly meetings among members of the 
Council, provide subgrants to Local New American Councils and convene at least 
one public hearing a year to report on the Council’s efforts. 

• Authorizes the following permissible activities for State New American Councils: 
develop a report on the status of immigrants in the state, provide technical assistance 
for state and local agencies for providing services to immigrants, conduct a report on 
the impact of immigration on incumbent workers and strategies for improving the 
status of these workers, and conduct a study on the effectiveness of distance learning 
as a method of instruction for language and civics education. 

• Authorizes grants of not less than $500,000 or more than $2,000,000 per fiscal year. 
 
Sec 305. Subgrants for Local Communities 
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• Authorizes State New American Councils to make subgrants to units of local 
government in order to assist them in establishing Local New American Councils 
that focus on assisting communities with local planning efforts in response to 
migration and addressing quality of life concerns in the community. 

• Authorizes subgrants of not less than $100,000 or more than $400,000 per fiscal 
year. 

• Authorizes states to apply with the Secretary to directly carry out integration 
programs for local communities where the Secretary deems it appropriate. 

 
Sec 306. Accountability and Evaluation 

• Requires state and local governments receiving grants under this Title to establish an 
accountability system to measure outcomes resulting from the activities of New 
American Councils. 

• Requires accountability systems to consist of measures of gains in integration by 
immigrants, education levels of immigrants and employment status of immigrants. 

• Requires the National Office for New American Integration to review grantee use of 
funds during the life of a state grant and authorizes the Secretary to withhold further 
funds where a grantee is not in compliance with enacted regulations. 

 
Sec 307. Authorization of Appropriations 

• Authorizes an appropriation of $100,000,000 for fiscal years 2009 through 2014 to 
carry out this Title. 

    
II. FEMA REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE DISASTER RELATED INFORMATION IN 

MULTIPLE LANGUAGES AND FORMATS  

SEC. 616. DISASTER RELATED INFORMATION SERVICES (42 U.S.C. 5196F)*  

(a) In General - Consistent with section 308(a), the Director of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency shall –  
 

(1) identify, in coordination with State and local governments, population 
groups with limited English proficiency and take into account such 
groups in planning for an emergency or major disaster;  

 
(2)  ensure that information made available to individuals affected by a major 

disaster or emergency is made available in formats that can be 
understood by - 

 
(A) population groups identified under paragraph (1); and  
 
(B) individuals with disabilities or other special needs; and  

 
(3) develop and maintain an informational clearinghouse of model language 
assistance programs and best practices for State and local governments in 
providing services related to a major disaster or emergency.  
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(b) Group Size - For purposes of subsection (a), the Director of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency shall define the size of a population group. 

 
III.  HUD MANDATED TO PROVIDE CLEARINGHOUSE OF VITAL DOCUMENTS IN 

MULTIPLE LANGUAGES  
 
SEC. 18. ACCESS TO HUD PROGRAMS FOR PERSONS WITH LIMITED ENGLISH 

PROFICIENCY (H.R. 1851, SEC. 8 VOUCHER REFORM ACT OF 2007) 

(a) HUD Responsibilities- To allow the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development to better serve persons with limited proficiency in the English 
language by providing technical assistance to recipients of Federal funds, the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development shall take the following actions:  

(1) TASK FORCE- Within 90 days after the enactment of this Act, convene 
a task force comprised of appropriate industry groups, recipients of funds 
from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (in this section  
referred to as the `Department'), community-based organizations that serve 
individuals with limited English proficiency, civil rights groups, and 
stakeholders, which shall identify a list of vital documents, including 
Department and certain property and other documents, to be competently 
translated to improve access to federally conducted and federally assisted 
programs and activities for individuals with limited English proficiency. The 
task force shall meet not less frequently than twice per year.  
 
(2) TRANSLATIONS- Within 6 months after identification of documents 
pursuant to paragraph (1), produce translations of the documents identified 
in all necessary languages and make such translations available as part of the 
library of forms available on the website of the Department and as part of 
the clearinghouse developed pursuant to paragraph (4).  
 
(3) PLAN- Develop and carry out a plan that includes providing resources of 
the Department to assist recipients of Federal funds to improve access to 
programs and activities for individuals with limited English proficiency, 
which plan shall include the elements described in paragraph (4).  
 
(4) HOUSING INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTER- Develop and 
maintain a housing information resource center to facilitate the provision of 
language services by providers of housing services to individuals with limited 
English proficiency. Information provided by such center shall be made 
available in printed form and through the Internet. The resources provided 
by the center shall include the following:  
 

(A) TRANSLATION OF WRITTEN MATERIALS- The center 
may provide, directly or through contract, vital documents from 
competent translation services for providers of housing services. 
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(B) TOLL-FREE CUSTOMER SERVICE TELEPHONE 
NUMBER- The center shall provide a 24-hour toll-free interpretation 
service telephone line, by which recipients of funds of the 
Department and individuals with limited English proficiency may--  

 
(i) obtain information about federally conducted or federally 
assisted housing programs of the Department;  
 
(ii) obtain assistance with applying for or accessing such 
housing programs and understanding Federal notices written 
in English; and  
 
(iii) communicate with housing providers and learn how to 
access additional language services.  

The toll-free telephone service provided pursuant to this subparagraph shall 
supplement resources in the community identified by the plan developed pursuant to 
paragraph (3).  

 
(C) DOCUMENT CLEARINGHOUSE- The center shall collect 
and evaluate for accuracy or develop, and make available, templates 
and documents that are necessary for consumers, relevant industry 
representatives, and other stakeholders of the Department, to access, 
make educated decisions, and communicate effectively about their 
housing, including— 
 

(i) administrative and property documents;  
 
(ii) legally binding documents;  
 
(iii) consumer education and outreach materials;  
 
(iv) documents regarding rights and responsibilities of any 
party; and  
 
(v) remedies available to consumers.  
 

(D) STUDY OF LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS- The 
center shall conduct a study that evaluates best-practices models for 
all programs of the Department that promote language assistance and 
strategies to improve language services for individuals with limited 
English proficiency. Not later than 18 months after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the center shall submit a report to the 
Committee on Financial Services of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the 
Senate, which shall provide recommendations for implementation, 
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specific to programs of the Department, and information and 
templates that could be made available to all recipients of grants from 
the Department.  
 
(E) CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC COMPETENCE 
MATERIALS- The center shall provide information relating to 
culturally and linguistically competent housing services for 
populations with limited English proficiency.  

 
(b) Authorization of Appropriations- There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out subsection (a).  

 
(c) Report- Not later than the expiration of the 6-month period beginning on the 
date of the enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter, the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development shall submit a report regarding its compliance with the 
requirements under subsection (a) to the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs of the Senate. 

 


