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* The mean annual salary for child care workers in 2006 was $18,820.

Fact Sheet

* The mean hourly wage for child care workers in 2006 was $9.05. The mean hourly wage
for preschool teachers was $12.45 an hour; for kindergarten teachers, $22.62 an hour; and
for elementary teachers, $23.41 an hour.

* Since 1973, the hourly wage of child care workers with some college education has gone
up only 39 cents.

* Professions with mean hourly wages comparable to child care workers include parking lot
attendants ($8.33), bell hops ($8.83) and animal trainers ($14.39).

* Over 12 million children are in child care settings every day.

* Over 4.6 million working family households rely on child care as a key ingredient to
remaining employed.

Comparison of
Mean Hourly Wages of Early Childhood Educators with
Mean Hourly Wages of Other Teachers
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This information was gathered by the Center for the Child Care Workforce, a project of the American Federation of Teachers,
and is based on the May 2006 Occupational Employment Statistics from the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2003 State Occupational Employment and Wage Data; May 2006, http:/fwww.bls.gowoes/current/oes_nat.htmi#{4).
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