
 
Rebuild America’s Schools: 110th Congress Legislative Background   
Major School Construction Proposals 
 
H.R. 3021 the 21st Century Green High-Performing Public School Facilities 
Act of 2008.  The bill authorizes $6.4 billion in funding to states and school 
districts to help ensure that school facilities and learning environments are safe, 
healthy, energy efficient, environmentally friendly, and technologically up-to-date. 
The funds will be directed to states to provide grants to local school districts for 
the modernization, renovation or repair of public school facilities. H.R. 3021 gives 
the U.S. Department of Education 30 days to distribute appropriated funds to 
states and 30 days to the states to distribute the construction grants to school 
districts. The bill would also provide additional support for Gulf Coast schools still 
recovering from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. H.R. 3021 passed the House of 
Representatives on June 4, 2008 by a vote of 250-164. 
 
S. 1942 the Public School Repair and Renovation Act, sponsored by 
Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA), provides $1.6 billion in grants to communities that 
continue to struggle to fund needed school facility repairs. This legislation 
builds on the Emergency School Repair Program which was funded at $1.2 
billion when Congress first authorized it in 2000. Under the Emergency School 
Repair Program, states and school districts successfully used $1.2 billion to 
repair and renovate public schools in 2001 and 2002.  The House version, H.R. 
3902, sponsored by Congressman Dave Loebsack was incorporated into H.R. 
3021 the 21st Century Green High-Performing Public School Facilities Act. 
 
H.R. 2470 the America's Better Classrooms Act (ABC) sponsored by 
Representatives Rangel, Ramstad, Etheridge, has 221 House cosponsors. The 
ABC Act is a $25 billion program designed to provide interest-free loans to 
expand incentives for public school construction and renovation. The program 
provides a tax credit to the purchaser of bonds saving the local school district the 
cost of the interest of the bond. The Senate companion bill is S. 912 sponsored 
by Senator Rockefeller (D-WV).  The estimated ten year cost to the Treasury of 
the full $25 billion tax credit bond program is $6.7 billion.  The ABC bill builds on 
the successful Qualified Zone Academy Bond (QZAB) program. 
 
2008 Stimulus packages in House and Senate - Congress Considered 
Billions in Funding for School Construction: This year Congress has 
definitely seen the importance of including school construction as part of 
economic stimulus legislation. Congress extended the Qualified Zone Academy 
Bond program and included very important rule changes making the school 
renovation and repair tax credit bonds more marketable to a broader market. On 
September 26, the House of Representatives passed a stimulus package, HR 
7110, providing $3 billion for school facilities using the structure of H.R. 3021, the 
21st Century Green High-Performing Public Schools Facilities Act.  The vote on 
HR 7110 was 264-158. 



The Senate considered a stimulus package, S. 3604 that included $2 billion 
using the mechanism of Senator Harkin’s Public School Repair and Renovation 
Act. 
 
In October, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) and Senate Appropriations 
Committee Chair Robert Byrd D-WV) developed a $100.3 billion economic 
stimulus package that included $2.5 billion for school renovation and repair.  
While the Senate has not taken up this package Senate leaders have said that 
this package will be part of the discussions with the economic team of President-
elect Obama as an economic recovery package is prepared for Congressional 
action early next year.     
 
Possible 2009 Economic stimulus school construction components: 
 
$10- 20 billion in school construction support to be provided through a 
combination of appropriated grants such as  the 21st Century Green High-
Performing Public School Facilities Act of 2008; the Public School Repair 
and Renovation Act  and tax credit bonds through the America’s Better 
Classrooms Act. 
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