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RECOMMENDATION #3 — Create a secure web based platform to allow the
sharing of information including “real time” information during illness out breaks
and recalls.

Legal barriers prevent federal agencies from sharing critical information during food
safety episodes including illness outbreaks and food recalls. As a result, outbreak
investigations have created confusing messages to consumers and unsafe foods are not
promptly removed from domestic channels during a follow up to a recall. A system
which will permit the free and open exchange of critical information must be developed.

USDA/FSIS has recently amended federal law to allow the posting of retail distribution
information for recalled meat, poultry, and egg products, but we do not believe this is
sufficient. We would like to see the free and open exchange of critical information among
appropriate government entities during recalls and outbreak investigations so consumers
can be better assured that suspect products have been removed promptly from sale. State
and local agencies are better able to deal with the retail arena where operators may not
speak English, where invoicing and records are not common place, and where our most
vulnerable populations are served [hospitals, schools, and institutions]. For certain recalls
or illness events, these particular types of establishments must be personally visited and
state and local government agencies are the best suited to perform this function.

There is a current system developed by the National Center for Food Protection and
Defense [NCFPPD] called FoodSHIELD which is capable of doing this task and others.
AFDO supports FoodSHIELD and recommends the Transition Team learn more about
this project and consider it being utilized in a more national fashion. www.foodshield.org




