THIS DOCUMENT WAS PRODUCED BY AN OUTSIDE PARTY AND SUBMITTED
OBAMA-BIDEN TRANSITION PROJECT TO THE OBAMA-BIDEN TRANSITION PROJLCT.

November 26, 2008

Mr. David J. Hayes

President-Elect Barack Obama

Energy and Natural Resources Transition Team
Washington, DC

RE: 100-Day Priorities for Department of Agriculture Forest Service, Department of Interior
Bureau of Land Management, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Dear David,

On behalf of the undersigned ninety-nine organizations representing over 1.5 million members
and citizen activists, we are writing to ask that you consider the following requests for early
action for the U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service that have jurisdiction over public lands and fish and wildlife resources. These
organizations represent grassroots citizen activists who work at the local, regional and national
levels on public forest issues. We greatly appreciate the opportunity to submit our
recommendations to you for your team’s consideration.

We strongly agree with President-elect Obama’s fact sheet on “Promoting A Healthy
Environment,” which states that “we need a new vision for conservation that both protects our
existing publicly-owned lands while dramatically expanding investments in protecting and
restoring forests, grasslands, and wetlands across America for generations to come.” We stand
ready to work with the new President to make that vision a reality.

Often federal land and resource management agencies operate under conflicting policy mandates,
with timber, mining, motorized recreation, and grazing allowed to exploit resources at both the
environment's and taxpayer’s expense. Increasing pressure on public lands from energy as well
as urban and suburban development add to these stressors. Climate change also presents a
significant challenge to protecting these natural resources. In light of these pressures, and the
importance of public lands for protecting and maintaining biodiversity and functioning
ecosystems, federal land management agencies should prioritize managing public lands for
ecological sustainability to protect the irreplaceable benefits and ecosystem services provided by
public lands, including clean drinking water and air, reservoirs for biodiversity, core refugia for
wildlife and fish, flood control, carbon sequestration and storage, and appropriate recreation.
Importantly, the budgets for these agencies should reflect these new priorities.

Just as you have identified the opportunity to create a Clean Energy Economy that will create
green jobs, a similar opportunity exists to create an Environmental Restoration Economy that
will create family-wage jobs to help restore our public lands and watersheds while helping to
significantly contribute to rural economies. These rural, green jobs would be directly
complementary to those in the Clean Energy Economy. In addition, forest and watershed
restoration will help ensure that our natural ecosystems, both terrestrial and aquatic, are as
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resilient as possible to the consequences of climate change, and provide critical linkages that
allow species to disperse to new areas in response to changing temperatures and conditions.

While these proactive opportunities create both long and short-term priorities, the nation cannot
implement them without first reversing the Bush administration’s damaging environmental
legacy. Those actions and regulations dramatically reduced existing protections for federal
forests, watersheds and wildlife, public participation, and scientific integrity. The hallmark of the
Bush administration has been political interference in science to pave the way for extractive uses
on public lands that puts numerous species at risk, and cuts the public out of the decision-making
process on federal forests at the planning, project, and accountability levels.

The list below identifies what we have determined are high-priority issues for early action that
would both reverse damaging policies promulgated by the Bush administration and begin to
promote the type of positive change that President-elect Obama envisions. We ask that the policy
transition team begin to address these in the first 100 days of the new administration. The list
also contains actions for your consideration for the second 100 days. In addition, we ask that any
last minute Bush administration rule-makings be reviewed and considered for rescinding.

We greatly appreciate your consideration of our requests and look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Randi Spivak, Executive Director
American Lands Alliance
Washington, DC

On behalf of:

Ryan Talbott, Forest Watch Coordinator
Allegheny Defense Project
Pittsburgh, PA

Michael Garrity, Executive Director
Alliance for the Wild Rockies
Helena, MT

Bob Sallinger, Conservation Director
Audubon Society of Portland
Portland, OR

Alex P. Brown, Executive Director
Bark
Portland, OR

Brian Vincent, Communications Director
Big Wildlife
Williams, OR

Erik Molvar, Executive Director and
Wildlife Biologist

Biodiversity Conservation Alliance
Laramie, WY

Michael J. Painter, Coordinator
Californians for Western Wilderness
San Francisco, CA

Barbara Hill, Executive Director
California Wilderness Coalition
Oakland, CA
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Kate Ritley, Executive Director
Cascadia Wildlands Project
Eugene, OR

Kieran Suckling, Executive Director
Center for Biological Diversity
Tucson, AZ

Josh Pollock, Acting Executive Director
Center for Native Ecosystems
Denver, CO

Buzz Williams, Executive Director
Chattooga Conservancy
Clayton, GA

Catherine Murray, Director
Cherokee Forest Voices
Johnson City, TN

Joseph Bower, Conservation Director
Citizens for Better Forestry
Hayfork, CA

Steve Brooks, Director
The Clinch Coalition
Nickelsville, VA

Chuck Willer, Executive Director
Coast Range Association
Corvallis, OR

Ryan Demmy Bidwell, Executive Director
Colorado Wild
Durango, CO

Mitch Friedman, Executive Director
Conservation Northwest
Bellingham, WA

Scott Greacen, Executive Director
Environmental Protection Information
Center

Arcata, CA

Raelene Gold, President
Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs
Lake Forest Park, WA

Paul Hughes, Executive Director
Forests Forever
San Francisco, CA

Don Rivenes, Executive Director
Forest Issues Group
Nevada City, CA

Deane Rimerman
Forest Policy Research
Olympia, WA

Joel Hurmence, President
Fort Collins Audubon Society
Fort Collins, CO

Judith Rodd, Director
Friends of Blackwater
Charleston, WV

Gary Macfarlane, Ecosystem Defense
Director

Friends of the Clearwater

Moscow, 1D

Barbara Ullian, Director
Friends of the Kalmiopsis
Grants Pass, OR

Emily Platt, Executive Director
Gifford Pinchot Task Force
Portland, OR

Richard Ingebretsen, President
Glen Canyon Institute
Salt Lake City, UT

Bill Hedden, Executive Director
Grand Canyon Trust
Flagstaft, AZ

Kelly Burke, Executive Director
Grand Canyon Wildlands Council
Flagstaft, AZ

Veronica Egan, Executive Director
Great Old Broads for Wilderness
Durango, CO
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Mike Clark, Interim Executive Director
Greater Yellowstone Coalition
Bozeman, MT

Tyson Miller, Director
Green Press Initiative
Asheville, NC

Marcia Veldman, Co-Chair

Green Sanctuary Task Force on Global
Climate Change

Bloomington, IN

Ricardo Jomarron, President
Habitat Education Center
Madison, WI

Ernie Reed, Council Chair
Heartwood
Alton, IL

Greg Dyson, Executive Director
Hells Canyon Preservation Council
La Grande, OR

Wendy D. McDermott, Executive Director
High Country Citizens' Alliance
Crested Butte, CO

Dick Carter, Coordinator
High Uintas Preservation Council
Hyrum, UT

Rhonda Baird, Director
Indiana Forest Alliance
Bloomington, IN

Ann Vilesis, President
Kalmiopsis Audubon Society
Port Orford, OR

Jim Scheff, Director
Kentucky Heartwood
Berea, KY

Darrel Samuels, President
Klamath Basin Audubon Society
Klamath Falls, OR

Kimberly Baker, Forest and Wildlife
Protection Coordinator

Klamath Forest Alliance

Orleans, CA

Joseph Vaile, Campaign Director
Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center
Ashland, OR

Barry Rosenberg, Executive Director
Kootenai Environmental Alliance
Coecur d'Alene, ID

Mike Petersen, Executive Director
The Lands Council
Spokane, WA

Andy Kerr, Principal
The Larch Company
Ashland, OR

Jeff Kuyper, Executive Director
Los Padres ForestWatch
Santa Barbara, CA

Robin Bayer, Resident Fellow
Magic
Stanford, CA

Paul Aasen, Advocacy Director
Minnesota Center for Environmental
Advocacy

St. Paul, MN

Michelle Berditschevsky, Executive
Director

Mount Shasta Bioregional Ecology Center
Mount Shasta, CA

Dominick DellaSala, Ph.D.,

Executive Director

National Center for Conservation Science &
Policy

Ashland, OR
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Niel Lawrence, Forest Project Director
Natural Resources Defense Council
Olympia, WA

Nathan Newcomer, Associate Director
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
Albuquerque, NM

Greg King, Executive Director
Northcoast Environmental Center
Arcata, CA

David Kliegman, Executive Director
Okanogan Highlands Alliance
Tonasket, WA

Bonnie Phillips, Executive Director
Olympic Forest Coalition
Olympia, WA

Rachel Larson, Executive Director
Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility
Portland, OR

Paul Loney, President
Oregon Wildlife Federation
Portland, OR

Regna Merritt, Executive Director
Oregon Wild
Portland, OR

Vernon Bates, Chairman
Ouachita Watch League
Nashville, TN

John Kober, Executive Director
Pacific Rivers Council
Portland, OR

Tom Sobal, Director
Quiet Coalition
Buena Vista, CO

David Hodges, Policy Director
Sky Island Alliance
Tucson, AZ

Fred Kruger, Program Coordinator
Religious Campaign for Forest Conservation
Santa Rosa, CA

Michael J. Kellett, Executive Director
RESTORE the North Woods
Hallowell, Maine

Grace Murdoch, President
Rogue Valley Audubon Society
Medford, Oregon

Dr. Rob Schaeffer, Director
SAFE: Save Our Ancient Forest Ecology
Modesto, CA

Ceal Smith, Acting Director
San Luis Valley Water Protection Coalition
Alamosa, CO

Jerry R. Boggs, Ph.D., Executive Director
Selkirk Conservation Alliance
Priest River/Sandpoint, Idaho

George Y. Bramwell, Esq., President
Serpentine Art and Nature Commons, Inc.
Staten Island, NY

Craig Thomas, Executive Director
Sierra Forest Legacy
Sacramento, CA

Shane Jimerfield, Executive Director
Siskiyou Project
Grants Pass, OR

Hilary White, Director
Sheep Mountain Alliance
Telluride, CO

Dave Willis, Chair
Soda Mountain Wilderness Council
Ashland, OR
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Mark Shelley, Director
Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition
Asheville, NC

David Carr, Public Lands Project Director
Southern Environmental Law Center
Charlottesville, VA

Janice Bezanson, Executive Director
Texas Conservation Alliance
Tyler, TX

Cindy Haws, President
Umpqua Watersheds
Roseburg, OR

Kevin Mueller, Executive Director
Utah Environmental Congress
Salt Lake City, UT

Sherman Bamford, Public Lands Director
Virginia Forest Watch
Roanoke, VA

Terry Fernsler, Executive Director
Washington Wilderness Coalition
Seattle, WA

Gretchen Nicholoff, President
Western Colorado Congress
Grand Junction, CO

Greg Costello, Executive Director
Western Environmental Law Center
Eugene, OR

Santana Tamarak, Chair
Western Nebraska Resources Council
Chadron, NE

Bob Gale, Ecologist
Western North Carolina Alliance
Asheville, NC

Jonathan B. Ratner, Director
Wyoming Office

Western Watersheds Project
Pinedale, WY

Ellen Clark, Executive Director
Wild Connections
Florissant, CO

Tracy Davids, Executive Director
Wild South
Asheville, NC

Eric Gilchrest, President
Wild Virginia
Charlottesville, VA

Bryan Bird, Wild Places Program Director
WildEarth Guardians
Sante Fe, NM

George Nickas, Executive Director
Wilderness Watch
Missoula, MT

Peter Hart, Conservation Analyst/Staff
Attorney

Wilderness Workshop

Carbondale, CO

Bethanie Walder, Executive Director
Wildlands CPR
Missoula, MT

Matthew Koehler, Executive Director
WildWest Institute
Missoula, MT

Larry McCowan, Executive Director
World Stewardship Institute
Petaluma, CA



